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The Parish Church of St. MICHEL DU VALLE Guernsey 
 

Rector 

Fr Stuart Tanswell .............rector@valechurch.gg .........................244088 

Vale Church Rectory, L’Abbaye, Vale, GY3 5SF 

Rector’s Warden 

Mr Michael Bubb ..............rectorswarden@valechurch.gg ............254137 

Manitoba, Le Villocq, Castel, GY5 7SF  

People’s Warden 

Mr Jeremy Smithies ..........peopleswarden@valechurch.gg .......... 246675   

La Haize, Rue des Haizes, Vale, GY3 5HB  ...........  .......... M 07781 146675 

Treasurer and Planned Giving 

Mr Steve de Carteret ........treasurer@valechurch.gg ....................722546 

L’Abri, La Ramée, St Peter Port, GY1 2EW  

Organist and Choirmaster 

Mr Andrew Warren ..........organist@valechurch.gg ......................244091 

Vidcocq, Bailloterie, Vale, GY3 5HA  

Electoral Roll Officer 

Mrs Sam de Carteret ........electoralroll@valechurch.gg ................722546 

L’Abri, La Ramée, St Peter Port, GY1 2EW  

Head Server 

Mrs Helen Rolf ..................headserver@valechurch.gg  ...........................   

1 Sohier Villa, Vale GY3 5PY  

Treasure Seekers 

Mrs. Jane Goddard ...........treasureseekers@valechurch.gg .........253869 

Tamarisk, Acacia, Rue Mainguy, Vale, GY6 8NN  

Safeguarding Officer 

Mrs. Barbara Minta…….…..safeguarding@valechurch.gg……………..247606 

Pastoral Group 

Mr Colin Sarchet…..…….…..pastoral@valechurch.gg……………..……..246191 
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The Parish Church of St. MICHEL DU VALLE Guernsey 

Sunday services 
 8.00am Said Eucharist 

 10.30am Third Sunday of the month – Family Eucharist 

 10.30am Other Sundays – Parish Eucharist  

Weekday services 
 9.30am Wednesday - Said Eucharist in church 

 7.30pm Thursday – Said Eucharist in church 

The church is normally open for private prayer every day from around 

9.00am. Please see the church notice board or pew sheet for information 

about any changes or other services and events. 

Treasure Seekers (Sunday School) 
Treasure Seekers for young members of the Church meets at the Billie and 

Leslie Norman Rooms at 10.15am on Sunday unless there is a Family Eucharist. 

Contact Jane Goddard for more information on 253869 or email 

treasureseekers@valechurch.gg 

Sickness and Home Communions 
If you are sick and would like a visit from a church member, or would like to 

receive Communion at home, please contact the Pastoral Visiting Coordinators, 

Colin and Helen Sarchet on 246191 or pastoral@valechurch.gg 

Baptisms and weddings 
If you are interested in getting married at Vale Church, or would like to get your 

child baptised, please contact the Rector, Fr Stuart, on 244088 or email 

rector@valechurch.gg 

 

 

mailto:rector@valechurch.gg
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THE VALE PARISH MAGAZINE 
 
Produced by the Parish Church of St Michel du Valle, The Vale Parish Magazine 
is issued monthly, so there are twelve issues per year, each one at the price of 
£1.00.  
 
The next issue of The Vale Parish Magazine covers October 2020. Material 
should be with the editor by Wednesday 16th September 2020 please. 
Editor: Barrie Linnecor. Email – magazine@valechurch.gg 
 
As always, articles of general or local interest are most welcome. If you have 
anything you would like to contribute please contact the editor at the e-mail 
address noted above. These should be e-mailed in Word format, with 
illustrations as jpegs or pngs. The editor may amend or shorten material 
submitted.  
 

  
Advertising Rates for 2020 
Promote your business around the 

Parish and support the Church 

For B&W display advertisements: 

Full page for 12 months         £200.00 

Half page for 12 months           £120.00 

Quarter page for 12 months     £ 80.00 

For classified advertisements please 

contact the Editor. 

For colour display advertisements: 

Full page for 12 months         £400.00 

Half page for 12 months         £240.00 

Quarter page for 12 months   £160.00 

 

Back page – 50% Premium 

 

20% discount on these rates to new 

clients or those upgrading to colour 

 

THE VALE CHURCH HALL          

La Croix du Bas 

BILLIE & LESLIE NORMAN 

ROOMS                              

L’Abbaye 

 

Both venues offer facilities for meetings, 

social events and other activities.          

Parking available. 

     For further information and booking 

enquiries please contact: 

Michael Bubb 

254137 

bookings@valechurch.gg 

  

mailto:magazine@valechurch.


5 

From the Rector, Fr Stuart 
 

Dear friends, 

Every year seems to be full of new years – January 1st, the 

Chinese New Year, the start of Advent, and so on. The start of 

September, though, marks a very important new year, the 

academic year. 

As you read this, there will be many young people getting ready to return to 

school, many more preparing to start a new school, and many preparing to 

move to university (with all the uncertainty that moving to the UK entails). It is a 

massive time of change. With the new academic year is a new start – whether 

simply going into a new class, or starting something new. 

With a new start, while letting go of what has held us back, all things are 

possible! 

All things are possible for children going back to school! All things are possible 

for children starting at a new school! All things are possible for students going to 

university! And, hopefully, all things are possible as we move (please, God) 

towards this virus being wiped out! 

With a new year we are reminded of future possibilities, no longer held back by 

what has gone before. And that applies to each of us too. 

Time and time again in Scripture we are reminded that we can put the past 

behind us, we can receive God’s forgiveness for the things we’ve done wrong, 

and move forward as forgiven people – if only we ask. We say it every time we 

say the Lord’s Prayer, “forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 

us”. 

In this new academic year, when the young people move forward in their 

education, may we also move forward – putting the past behind us and realise 

that with God all things are possible. 

Wishing you every blessing, 

Fr Stuart 
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GIVE THANKS FOR THE GUERNSEY BUBBLE 

When John and I had to travel to England unexpectedly at the end of July, we were in for a 

surprise. Having got used to being more or less being back to normal as far as daily activities 

were concerned, it was a nasty shock to have to practise strict social distancing again, 

queue outside shops and to wear face coverings in certain situations. The latter started 

when we drove on to the Clipper, and was the rule when entering shops, banks and some 

other public areas. 

On the Sunday, we attended the Parish Eucharist at Crewkerne, Somerset. It was only the 

second week that the Church had been open for services since “Lockdown”. Remember 

when we had to remove the pew cushions and kneelers at the Vale? Well, it was back to 

that. The pews were numbered and numbers permitted to attend was a maximum of 30. 

When we checked the Church notice board the day before, we found we had to book a 

place by email (difficult when this took one to the Parish office which was only open 

Monday – Friday!). The message must have got through as we had a confirmation email 

later in the day. 

On arrival at the Church the next morning, we asked if we should wear a mask and were 

told it was optional. We chose not to but about half of those present did. Apparently the 

following Sunday it was to become obligatory. We had our names ticked off on a list and 

were escorted to our allocated place in a pew in the North aisle. The Priest celebrated from 

a nave altar. Large screens had been erected both sides of this and when hymns would 

have normally have been sung, video recordings of choirs singing were projected. Of 

course, we couldn’t join in. There was also live music on the organ and piano, played before 

the service and during the Administration. Before the Administration, the two Priests 

donned masks, gloves and used hand sanitiser. The congregation stayed in their places and 

one Priest went down each side of the Church distributing wafers to people in the pews. 

Of course, there could be no refreshments served after the service and we were instructed 

that there was to be no standing around chatting in the Church. We were “let out” a pew at 

a time and could chat outside – at a distance.  

How fortunate we are to be in the position we are in Guernsey, able to worship more or 

less normally, sit where we like, have as many people in Church as we want, SING, ring the 

bells (numbers of available ringers permitting) and share refreshments and fellowship after 

a service. 

Give thanks for this and remember in your prayers, our fellow Christians in the UK and most 

other parts of the world, who are likely to have severe restrictions in place for the 

foreseeable future.                                                                                    

Nicky David 
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Martin Luther (1483 – 1546) 
 
Martin Luther was born in Eisleben Germany. His father was a businessman but he wanted 
Luther to become a lawyer. In 1505 Martin Luther, aged 22yrs, experienced lightning and 
thunderstorm during which he thought he was going to die. He shouted out for help to one 
of the saints, saying that if he survived then he would become a monk. Thus he moved to 
Erfurt and joined the Order of Augustinian Eremites that led him to be invited in 1513 to 
teach on the Psalms at a university in Wittenberg. His lectures were very popular and he 
taught through the Bible, moving on to teaching Paul’s Letters to the Romans on salvation. 
 
He didn’t agree with the Catholic Church as they were telling people that their good 
behaviour would reward them in heaven and Bible Luther knew, through the Bible, that 
only God was able to give forgiveness. In 1517, this is the point of Luther nailing the 95 
theses to the door. These theses did not directly affect the hierarchy but would have upset 
them as it was an attack on the colleagues of the Dominicans named Tetzel. From this 
moment Luther’s reformation had begun without him realising. Luther thought that the 
church was being left behind to what the Bible had taught and was making things up for its 
own gain.  
 
He decided that he must teach against these false ideas. Luther’s idea was that you couldn’t 
buy God’s forgiveness. In his writings he showed that God wants to forgive the wrong we 
have done and that is only possible because Jesus, the son of God, came to pay the 
punishment our wrong deserved. Jesus did this as he died in our place.  
 
Luther’s words got heard by a lot of people because the printing press was invented which 
means that his work got published everywhere all over Europe. The Pope wrote Luther a 
letter to ask him to retract his statement but Luther burnt it and carried on with his 
lectures. In 1520 he was told to leave Wittenberg but locals thought he was a hero and 
Elector Friedrich protected him. As he was on his way to Saxony, some kidnappers 
intercepted him and took him to a castle in Wartburg. These kidnappers were friends trying 
to help out, who were helping the prince of the land, who thought that the outlaw (Luther) 
should be away from the authorities and also that he change his name to St George. While 
he was in exile, Martin Luther spent time translating the Bible into German so that 
everyone could read it. While he was away, the translated Bible was published and sent 
out, so that anyone was able to read his writings and the Bible for the first time. He had 
also written hymns that were published in Wittenberg in 1524, which were incredible due 
to the amazing composition of the lyrics. 
 
Luther went back to Wittenberg, which was a busy place of ministry. He married Catherine 
Von Bora (who was an escaped nun) and this enabled clerical marriages to be seen as 
acceptable; it also helped grow the evangelical pastors in the community. 
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After nearly five hundred years since his death, Luther still has an impact on the faith of 
millions of people today who are getting to know God.  Jesus offers us God’s forgiveness 
and to have that relationship with God. I hope you have enjoyed reading about Luther and 
how the Protestant reformation started. Wittenberg recently celebrated their 
500th anniversary with big services and even produced a Playmobil figure that sold out 
really fast!  

Natalie Tanswell 
                                                               (References for this article are available) 

Pastoral Visiting Team 

Whilst we are now worshipping together in the church, we continue to reach out to anyone 

who is feeling lonely, anxious or in need of comfort. Please get in touch with any of the 

Pastoral team if you would like to have contact with someone. Fr Stuart can be contacted if 

you need further spiritual support. We are now all together and will continue to pray for 

one another and with one another.  

 

 

 

Colin & Helen Sarchet 246191       Barbara Minta 247606       Beverley Linnecor 242192 

 

Belfry Notes 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, we were not able to ring for some weeks but hopefully 

we can now get back to some form of normality and make a glorious noise before the 

Sunday Eucharist and remind the Parish that we are still here for them.   

                                                           John David 

 

   

   

 

 
 

 

Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our 

protection against the malice and snares of the devil. May 

God rebuke him, I humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the 

Heavenly host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan 

and all evil spirits who wander through the world for the 

ruin of souls.  

Amen 
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Charity Support July - December 2020 

As COVID interrupted our charity support collections, we continue with Safer till the end of 
2020 and then we will support Guernsey Bereavement from Jan 2021. 

 

 

Your donation will help Tariro make such a difference to the lives of these children. 

Download a standing order form at https://tarirouk.com/donate/ or you can  donate 

directly to Tariro at HSBC Bank PLC, Dewsbury, (Sort Code 40-19-17) for the credit of Tariro 
– Hope for Youth in Zimbabwe (Acct No 11775170).  
 
 

 
Safer is a Bailiwick of Guernsey charity which helps victims of domestic abuse which  is not 
just violence; it can also be psychological, emotional, sexual, financial or coercive control. 

Promoting awareness encourages the whole community to report incidents of violence, 
rather than ignoring or dismissing violence perpetrated in the home. This helps victims to 
feel supported by their community and get the help that they need. 

If you are seeking advice for yourself or for someone else, please contact Safer on a 24 hr 
Helpline 01481 721999 or in an emergency call the police on 999. 

www.safer.gg 

 

 
You are now able to leave food in the box at the back of church for Guernsey Welfare Food 

Bank. Monetary donations may be sent to  Guernsey Welfare Service, Holy Trinity Church 

Centre, Trinity Square, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 1LP, or you can donate online at 

www.guernseywelfare.com 
 

https://tarirouk.com/donate/
http://www.safer.gg/
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Astronomy Moments 159 

‘Escape Velocity’ sounds a very technical term; it is used by the scientific brains of NASA 

and the European Space Agency to calculate the speed at which a rocket has to travel when 

leaving for the Moon or to another Planet.  Planning a route to a far off planet and 

controlling the speed and direction of the ship at different points on the way is very 

difficult, it really is rocket science, but the escape velocity itself is more straightforward. 

What is Escape velocity or Escape Speed? 

If a rocket takes off and achieves a speed of around 1,000 miles per hour at around 100 

miles high and the rocket engine is turned off, the earth’s gravity will take over and the 

rocket will fall back to earth: It will not have reached the escape velocity. 

So another rocket takes off and this time reaches 20,000 miles per hour at the height of 100 

miles. This time under its own momentum it will travel a little further but again gravity will 

bring it back to Earth because it has not achieved the escape speed. Different planets have 

different escape speeds; the earth is 26,000 miles per hour or 11,184 metres/sec. 

So if a third rocket takes off and achieves 26,000 miles per hour at 100 miles and the 

motors are turned off, the Earth tries to pull it back down, the rocket will slow a little but 

the further the rocket climbs under its own momentum the less effect the Earth’s gravity 

will have. Even after a million miles away from the Earth, the Earth is still trying to pull it 

back but the rocket is so far away now that the Earth has little effect. It has achieved 

‘Escape Velocity’. 

                                   

 

 

The larger the planet the higher is the escape speed. The Moon for instance is 5,000 miles 

per hour. That is why when men went to the Moon in 1969 a huge Saturn three stage 

rocket was used to leave the Earth, but a small lunar module was enough to leave the 

Moon.   

Formula for escape velocity Saturn V Rocket 
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Another example of escape velocity is why the Moon does not have an atmosphere. All 

elements that make up the Earth’s atmosphere such as nitrogen, oxygen, argon and many 

more, are made up of atoms which are moving very quickly. The atoms in hydrogen for 

example can move in excess of 26,000 mph so if they travel upwards the Earth cannot hold 

onto them, so we have very little hydrogen on its own in our atmosphere. Whereas the 

oxygen, nitrogen and argon cannot exceed 26,000 mph and so the Earth holds them down 

and we have an atmosphere. The Moon does not have an atmosphere because all 

atmospheric atoms can exceed 5,000 mph so the Moon cannot hold on to any of them. 

                                          Frank Dowding BSc. 

Next Month – What is a Nebula? 

 

William Wordsworth (1770 – 1850) 

Extract from The Prelude, Book XIII, How Impaired and Restored 

The monumental hillocks, and the pomp 

Is for both worlds, the living and the dead. 

At other moments (for through that wide waste 

Three summer days I roamed) where'er the Plain 

Was figured o'er with circles, lines, or mounds, 

That yet survive, a work, as some divine, 

Shaped by the Druids, so to represent 

Their knowledge of the heavens, and image forth 

The constellations; gently was I charmed 

Into a waking dream, a reverie 

That, with believing eyes, where'er I turned, 

Beheld long-bearded teachers, with white wands 

Uplifted, pointing to the starry sky, 

Alternately, and plain below, while breath 

Of music swayed their motions, and the waste 

Rejoiced with them and me in those sweet sounds. 

Thanks to Molly Le Garff 

 

Stay in Touch 
Fr Stuart is sending regular e-mails to people whose e-mail addresses he knows. If you are 
not receiving this e-mail and would like to, please send your e-mail details to Fr Stuart at 
rector@valechurch.gg. This e-mail includes links to the weekly pew sheet and, where 
appropriate, the order of service for the Sunday Eucharist streamed at 10.30am. 

mailto:rector@valechurch.gg
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September 2020 Rotas 

 Sidespeople Server Reader Intercessor Chalice 
Sunday 6th September Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
8.00am C Smith R Leale R Leale   
10.30am C Sarchet 

H Sarchet 
H Rolf 
 

V Vizia B Linnecor 
 

 
 

 
Sunday 13th September Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
8.00am C Smith R Leale R Leale   
10.30am B Minta   

S Robins      
H Rolf C Sarchet N David  

 
 
Sunday 20th September Harvest Festival – Family Eucharist 
8.00am  R Leale R Leale   
10.30am B Dempster 

Goddards 
H Rolf Treasure 

Seekers 
Treasure 
Seekers 

 

 
Sunday 27th September St Michael & All Angels 
8.00am C Smith R Leale R Leale   
10.30am K Le Cras 

J Dorey 
H Rolf 
 

P Bichard N Tanswell  
 

 
Sunday 4th October Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
8.00am C Smith R Leale R Leale   
10.30am S Palmer 

V Kilby 
H Rolf     
 

J David B Linnecor  
 

 

The refreshments rota for September is below. 

Sept 6th Nicky & John    Sept 13th Sandy & Pam 
Sept 20th Barbara Martin & Shirley  Sept 27th   Barbara Minta & Sue  

 

Rotas 
Would all those on any rota for church duties PLEASE let Barbara Piprell (Sides 
people, Server, Chalice) or Barrie Linnecor (Reader, Intercessor and 
Refreshments) have any dates that you are unavailable. If you would like to join 
any of the rotas then please see us.  
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What’s On Diary for September 2020  

Sunday 6th September                                  
The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity                                     

8.00am Said Eucharist  
10.30am Parish Eucharist                                                       

Wednesday 9th September                            
9.30am Said Eucharist              

10.15am Refreshments & Bible Study 
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms                  

Thursday 10th September                       
7.30pm Said Eucharist    

Saturday 12th September          
10.30am Clearance Sale                    

Vale Church Hall                

Sunday 13th September                               
Exaltation of the Holy Cross                                     

8.00am Said Eucharist  
10.30am Parish Eucharist  

Wednesday 16th September                            
9.30am Said Eucharist               

10.15am Refreshments & Bible Study 
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms 

Thursday 17th September                       
7.30pm Said Eucharist   

   Saturday 19th September                                                        
4.00pm Mass for Our Lady of 

Walsingham                                            
St Michel du Valle                                                                        

Sunday 20th September                                
Harvest Festival                                         

8.00am Said Eucharist  
10.30am Family Eucharist  

Tuesday 22nd September                              
Vale Women’s Social Group 

7.30pm AGM and Coffee Evening – 
Billie and Leslie Norman Rooms 

Wednesday 23rd September                            
9.30am Said Eucharist               

10.15am Refreshments & Bible Study 
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms 

Thursday 24th September                       
7.30pm Said Eucharist 

Saturday 26th September          
7.30pm Guernsey Chamber Choir 

Concert                                                    
St Michel du Valle 

Sunday 27th September 
St. Michael & All Angels                                           

8.00am Said Eucharist 
10.30am Parish Eucharist   

Wednesday 30th September                            
9.30am Said Eucharist              

10.15am Refreshments & Bible Study 
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms 

         

 

Treasure Seekers 
Our Treasure Seekers meet again, after their summer break, on Sunday 13th 
September at 10.15 am in The Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms.  
All children aged 3 - 12 years are welcome to come along and enjoy Bible-based 
activities.  
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Holy Cross Day, 14th September 

On Holy Cross Day the Church celebrates the Cross as a symbol of triumph, as the sign of 

Christ’s victory over death. Holy Cross Day goes right back to 14th September 335 and we 

have the mother of a Roman Emperor to thank for it. Helena was a devout Christian and 

after her son Constantine was converted, they agreed that she should travel from Rome to 

Israel and seek out the places of special significance to Christians.    

Much of Jerusalem had been destroyed by the Romans around 135 AD, but Helena finally 

located what she believed to be the sites of the Crucifixion and of the Burial (and modern 

archaeologists think she may well be correct). The sites were so close together that she 

built one large church over them - the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, built in honour of the 

Cross, it was dedicated on 14 September 335.  

The sign of the Cross has been used by Christians since early times. Tertullian, writing his De 

Corona around AD 211, noted that Christians seldom did anything significant without 

making the sign of the cross. What is its significance?  People often put their initials or some 

sort of personal mark on something to show that it belongs to them and the Cross is the 

personal mark of our Lord Jesus Christ which we mark on ourselves as a sign that we belong 

to him. Even in the book of Revelation, we read that the servants of God are ‘sealed’ or 

‘marked’ on their foreheads as a sign that they are His.  

A preacher once described it thus; “if you were explaining to someone how to make a cross, 

you would say ‘Draw an I.’ That is you standing before the Lord, saying, ‘here I am’.  Then 

cancel that vertical stroke with a horizontal stroke – as if to say ‘Lord, I abandon my self-will 

and make you the centre of my life instead’.  I abandon myself to your love and service”. 

On Holy Cross Day, we recall Jesus’ wonderful promise “And when I am lifted up, I will draw 

all men unto me.”  (John 12:32)   

Parish Pump 

To our Friends in the Parish of Choppington 

Short and sweet again this month, because although life is more normal, it is still moving 

slowly. We’ve had Jemima a few times, but Amy and Pete are now on holiday, so we’ll be 

“free” for 3 weeks! They should have been in France, but are having a week in Alderney 

instead. We are managing to get out and catch up with friends and family for lunches, 

which is nice. I’d be quite pleased if our States would give us a £100 to spend to boost the 

local economy like the Jersey States have done, but I don’t think they will!! 

Stay safe, God bless, 

              Best wishes from John and Pauline Bichard 
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Chocolate and cherry brownies 

Ingredients – makes 16 when cut 
100g smooth dark chocolate 
100g butter (softened) 
200g light soft brown sugar 
2 large eggs, lightly beaten 
100g plain flour 
150g fresh cherries (pitted and halved)….I prefer to use maraschino cherries but make sure 
you wash the sticky syrup off and dry them 
 

Method 
1.  Preheat the oven to 180C . fan 160C / Gas mark 4. Grease and line and 18cm square 

cake tin with baking paper 
2.  Put the chocolate in a bowl over a pan of simmering water for 5 mins until melted. 

Remove and let cool slightly. 
3.  Put the butter and sugar in a bowl and whisk till light and pale. Gradually beat in 

eggs, then add flour and melted chocolate and mix till smooth.  
4.  Fold in the cherries and pour the mixture into the tin. Bake for 35-40 minutes. Allow 

to cool completely in the tin before turning out and cutting into 16 squares. 
 

 

 
Beverley Linnecor 

 

 

Vale Women’s Social Group 
Welcome back after our Summer break! We have one meeting this month, on Tuesday 
September 22nd at 7.30pm in the Billie and Leslie Norman Rooms. This will be a coffee 
evening to carry out our AGM and to put forward ideas for next year’s Programme.          
See you there! 

Pauline Bichard 
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All in the month of September 

It was:  

400 years ago, on 6th September 1620, that 102 English Puritans (now known as the 

Pilgrims) set sail aboard the Mayflower from Plymouth, for a new life in America. After a 

perilous journey they landed in what is now Provincetown Harbour, Cape Cod, 

Massachusetts on 11th November. They had intended landing in Virginia, but were unable 

to reach it because of heavy seas. 

150 years ago, on 20th September 1870 that Rome was captured. Italian forces defeated 

the Papal States and captured the city of Rome at the end of the wars of Italian Unification. 

The Papal States were dissolved. Rome was annexed, and it became the capital of Italy in 

1871. 

125 years ago, on 28th September 1895 that Louis Pasteur died. This French biologist, 

microbiologist and chemist was one of the main founders of the field of medical 

microbiology and is best known for originating the pasteurization of foodstuffs to eliminate 

micro-organisms that cause disease. Pasteur saved the French beer, wine and silk industries 

and developed vaccines against anthrax and rabies. 

65 years ago, on 22nd September 1955 that Britain’s first independent television channel, 

ITV, was launched. It ended the BBC’s monopoly. Regional franchises were rolled out across 

the whole country by 1965.   

60 years ago, on 27th September 1960 that Sylvia Pankhurst, suffragette leader, died. 

50 years ago, on 19th September 1970 that the first Glastonbury Festival was held, at 

Worthy Farm near Pilton, Somerset. About 1,500 people attended (compared to 135,000 

today). It became an annual event from 1981 and is now the world’s largest green field 

festival. The first festival was billed as the Pilton Pop, Blues & Folk Festival. 

40 years ago, on 22nd September 1980 that the Solidarity movement was created in 

Poland, with Lech Walesa as its leader. It was the first independent trade union in the 

Soviet bloc. 

25 years ago, on 3rd September 1995 that the auction site eBay was founded (as 

AuctionWeb). 

20 years ago, on 17th September 2000 that Paula Yates, TV presenter (The Tube, The Big 

Breakfast) died of a heroin overdose, aged 41. Wife of the musician Bob Geldof, she was 

also noted for her relationship with the musician Michael Hutchence. She was the daughter 

of Hughie Green, host of the talent show Opportunity Knocks, though she did not discover 

this until late in life.   

            Parish Pump 
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Harvest Festival 

                                          

Harvest Festival is a celebration of the food grown on the land. 

Thanksgiving ceremonies and celebrations for a successful harvest are both worldwide and 
very ancient. In Britain, we have given thanks for successful harvests since pagan times. We 
celebrate this day by singing, praying and decorating our churches with baskets of fruit and 
food in a festival known as 'Harvest Festival', usually during the month of September. 

Harvest Festival reminds Christians of all the good things God gives them. This makes them 
want to share with others who are not so fortunate. In schools and in Churches, people 
bring food from home to a Harvest Festival Service. After the service, the food that has 
been put on display is usually made into parcels and given to people in need. 

Harvest festivals are traditionally held on or near the Sunday of the Harvest Moon. This is 
the full Moon that occurs closest to the autumn equinox (about September 23rd). In two 
years out of three, the Harvest Moon comes in September, but in some years it occurs in 
October.  

Harvest Festival used to be celebrated at the beginning of the Harvest season on 1st August 
and was called Lammas, meaning 'loaf Mass'. Farmers made loaves of bread from the new 
wheat crop and gave them to their local church. They were then used as the Communion 
bread during a special mass thanking God for the harvest. The custom ended when Henry 
VIII broke away from the Catholic Church, and nowadays we have harvest festivals at the 
end of the season. 

At the start of the harvest, communities would appoint a strong and respected man of the 
village as their 'Lord of the Harvest'. He would be responsible for negotiating the harvest 
wages and organising the fieldworkers. 

The end of the harvest was celebrated with a big meal called a Harvest Supper, eaten 
on Michaelmas Day. The 'Lord of the Harvest' sat at the head of the table. A goose stuffed 
with apples was eaten along with a variety of vegetables. Goose Fairs were and still are held 
in English towns at this time of year. 

http://projectbritain.com/year/september.htm
http://projectbritain.com/year/september.htm
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The tradition of celebrating Harvest Festival in churches as we know it today began in 1843, 
when the Reverend Robert Hawker invited parishioners to a special thanksgiving service for 
the harvest at his church at Morwenstow in Cornwall. Victorian hymns such as "We plough 
the fields and scatter", "Come ye thankful people, come" and "All things bright and 
beautiful" helped popularise his idea of harvest festival and spread the annual custom of 
decorating churches with home-grown produce for the Harvest Festival service. 

 

www.projectbritain.com 

Psalm 23 - a psalm for the pandemic 

There are few psalms as personal and real as Psalm 23. It records David’s experience of God 

as his Shepherd going through dark times. In the midst of the effects of a global pandemic, 

this psalm speaks to the fears that can overwhelm us. 

He Knows Me: ‘The Lord is my shepherd…’ Just as a good shepherd knows every sheep in his 

flock, so God know each one of us intimately. 

He Provides for Me: ‘He makes me lie down in green pastures…’ Just as the shepherd knows 

the needs of his sheep, so God will provide what we need in our lives and circumstances. 

He Guides Me: ‘He guides me along the right paths…’ Just as the shepherd leads the sheep 

to the best pastures, so God provides the best for us, as we listen and follow Him. 

He Protects Me: ‘Even though I walk through the darkest valley…’ Just as the sheep have no 

need to fear danger when following the shepherd, so we live knowing God’s presence and 

protection. 

He Comforts Me: ‘your rod and your staff, they comfort me.’ As the shepherd’s rod defends 

the sheep, and the staff enables him to control the sheep, so God comforts us through His 

Word and discipline. 

The final verses of the psalm (v5-6) offer the security of knowing that our lives are in His 

hands, even through death, as He leads us to the home we’ve been looking for all our lives. 
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Some years ago, a great actor was asked to recite Psalm 23, but asked one of the other 

guests to do the same. His remarkable rendition was followed by the other man, an older 

Christian speaking from the heart. Afterwards the actor said: ‘The difference between us is 

that I know the psalm, but he knows the shepherd.’ 

                                                                                 Editor:  Canon Paul Hardingham – Parish Pump 

 

Thank You 
Lucia and I completed our Sponsored Walk at the weekend – 8 miles for the Guernsey 
Alzheimer’s Association - raising more than £100! 
From rainy Vazon to sunny L’Ancresse, we beat our personal best, finishing in 3 hours! 
Thank you very much to everyone who sponsored us. 
 

                        
 

Victoria Vizia 
 
Congratulations to Victoria and Lucia on their walk and also to Jane and Dave Goddard 
celebrating their 25th Wedding Anniversary. 
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Clearance Sale 
On Saturday 12th September 

At Vale Church Hall 

From 10.30am till 12.30pm 

Books, bric-a-brac, toys, DVDs 

All at Knock-down prices! 

Come and grab a bargain!! 

Everything must go!!! 

Teas and coffees available 
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How to make a donation / 

contribution to the Church 
 

It is possible to set up a regular 

standing order to the Church's bank 

account for your regular giving. 

Please contact Steve de Carteret 

(Church Treasurer) for a form. 

Our bank details are NatWest 

Guernsey, Sort Code 600920, 

Account Number 67114156.   

Giving by card                         

We have a contactless payment 

machine to allow donations to be 

made by card. This is located by the 

steps as you leave church. It is also 

possible to give by credit or debit 

card by visiting 

https://www.valechurch.gg/donate. 

Steve would be happy to answer 

any questions you may have about 

any methods of giving.  

 

 

A Prayer for Trevor,  

our Bishop   
God, eternal shepherd,  

 you tend your Church  

in many ways and rule  

us with love. You have chosen your 

servant, Trevor, to be a shepherd of 

your flock in Guernsey. Give him a 

spirit of courage and right judgment, 

a spirit of knowledge and love. By 

governing with fidelity those 

entrusted to his care, may he build 

your Church as a sign of salvation for 

the world. Amen. 

 

Tax Forms 
Make gifts to the Church worth 25% 

more without it costing you a 

penny! 

A form is available at the back of 

the Church. If you are a Guernsey 

Tax payer do complete the form 

and return it to Steve De Carteret. 

Our Parish Prayer  

Heavenly Father, pour down your 

Spirit upon our church and parish. 

Grant us a new vision of your glory, 

a new experience of your power, a 

new faithfulness to your word, and a 

new consecration to your service; 

that through our renewed witness,  

your holy name may be glorified, 

And your Kingdom come. We ask 

this through Jesus Christ our Lord  

Who lives and reigns with you and  

The Holy Spirit, One God,  

World without end.  

Amen. 
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Bible readings for September 2020 

6th September    The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
Ezekiel 33:7-11   Psalm 119:33-40 

Romans 13:8-end   Matthew 18:15-20 

13th September    The Exaltation of the Holy Cross    
Numbers 21:4-9    Psalm 22:23-28 

Philippians 2:6-11   John 3:13-17 

20th September    Harvest Festival  
Deuteronomy 8:7-18   Psalm 65  

2 Corinthians 9:6-15   Luke 12:16-30 

27th September    St. Michael & All Angels 
Genesis 28:10-17   Psalm 103:19-end  

Revelation 12:7-12   John 1:47-end 

 
 

 

From the Registers    

R I P       “May they rest in Peace” 

 

10th August  Margaret Membrey (Graveside Funeral) 

16th August  Liz Bannier (Memorial Service) 

20th August  Peter William Elliott 

 

Baptisms    “We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”   

20th August  Carmen Jade Mills 
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More Church Contacts 
Vale Church Hall and the Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms 

Mr Michael Bubb ..............bookings@valechurch.gg .....................254137 

Vale Church Music Group 

Mr John Bichard ...............musicgroup@valechurch.gg ................245213 

Pendle, La Hougue, Vale, GY3 5JA 

Church Flowers, wedding flowers, festival flowers 

Mrs Val Kilby ……………....flowers@valechurch.gg ..........................247525 

Vale Women’s Social Group 

Mrs. Margaret Pettitt .........................................  ..........................247603 

Mah Jongg, Bordel Lane, Vale GY3 5DB 

Val Kilby   ............................................................  ..........................247525 

Pauline Bichard  ..................................................  ..........................245213 

Captain of the Bell Tower 

Mr Michael Bubb ..............towercaptain@valechurch.gg ..............254137 

Secretary of the Bell Tower 

Mrs Nicky David................bellringers@valechurch.gg ..................245365 

Sandy Hook, St Sampson GY2 4EJ 

Vale Church Magazine Distribution and Pewsheet Compiler 

Mr John David ..................newsletter@valechurch.gg ..................245365 

Sandy Hook, St Sampson GY2 4EJ 

The Leprosy Mission 

Mrs Annette Hamon ...........................................  ..........................249846 

Miss Pat Le Sauvage ...........................................  ..........................258178 

The Childrens’ Society 

Mr Colin Sarchet ...............cs@valechurch.gg. .... ………………………..246191 

Fairways, Bunker Hill, Vale GY3 5JT 

Bible Society 

C/O the Churchwardens 

Vale Church Magazine Editor 

Mr Barrie Linnecor ...........magazine@valechurch.gg ...............................  

mailto:magazine@valechurch.
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SERVICES AT ST MICHEL DU VALLE 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasure Seekers 

 
Our Treasure Seekers meet again, after their summer break, on Sunday 13th 
September at 10.15 am in The Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms. 
  
All children aged 3 – 12 years are welcome to come along and enjoy Bible-based 
activities.  
 

 

Every Wednesday                                                                     

9.30am Said Eucharist 

  

 

  

 

 

Every Thursday  

7.30pm Said Eucharist 

Every Sunday  

8.00am Said Eucharist 

10.15am Treasure Seekers (except Third Sunday) 

10.30am Parish Eucharist  

(Every 3rd Sunday in a month at 10.30am is Family Eucharist) 

 

 

 

 

 


