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The Parish Church of St. MICHEL DU VALLE Guernsey 
 

Rector 

Fr Stuart Tanswell .............rector@valechurch.gg .........................244088 

Vale Church Rectory, L’Abbaye, Vale, GY3 5SF 

Rector’s Warden 

Mr Michael Bubb ..............rectorswarden@valechurch.gg ............254137 

Manitoba, Le Villocq, Castel, GY5 7SF  

People’s Warden 

Mr Jeremy Smithies ..........peopleswarden@valechurch.gg .......... 246675   

La Haize, Rue des Haizes, Vale, GY3 5HB  ...........  .......... M 07781 146675 

Treasurer and Planned Giving 

Mr Steve de Carteret ........treasurer@valechurch.gg ....................722546 

L’Abri, La Ramée, St Peter Port, GY1 2EW  

Organist and Choirmaster 

Mr Andrew Warren ..........organist@valechurch.gg ......................244091 

Vidcocq, Bailloterie, Vale, GY3 5HA  

Electoral Roll Officer 

Mrs Sam de Carteret ........electoralroll@valechurch.gg ................722546 

L’Abri, La Ramée, St Peter Port, GY1 2EW  

Head Server 

Mrs Helen Rolf ..................headserver@valechurch.gg  ...........................   

1 Sohier Villa, Vale GY3 5PY  

Treasure Seekers 

Mrs. Jane Goddard ...........treasureseekers@valechurch.gg .........253869 

Tamarisk, Acacia, Rue Mainguy, Vale, GY6 8NN  

Safeguarding Officer 

Mrs. Barbara Minta…….…..safeguarding@valechurch.gg……………..247606 

Pastoral Group 

Mr Colin Sarchet…..…….…..pastoral@valechurch.gg……………..……..246191 
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The Parish Church of St. MICHEL DU VALLE Guernsey 

Sunday services 
 8.00am Said Eucharist 

 10.30am Third Sunday of the month – Family Eucharist 

 10.30am Other Sundays – Parish Eucharist  

Weekday services 
 9.30am Wednesday - Said Eucharist in church 

 7.30pm Thursday – Said Eucharist in church 

The church is normally open for private prayer every day from around 

9.00am. Please see the church notice board or pew sheet for information 

about any changes or other services and events. 

Treasure Seekers (Sunday School) 
Treasure Seekers for young members of the Church meets at the Billie and 

Leslie Norman Rooms at 10.15am on Sunday unless there is a Family Eucharist. 

Contact Jane Goddard for more information on 253869 or email 

treasureseekers@valechurch.gg 

Sickness and Home Communions 
If you are sick and would like a visit from a church member, or would like to 

receive Communion at home, please contact the Pastoral Visiting Coordinators, 

Colin and Helen Sarchet on 246191 or pastoral@valechurch.gg 

Baptisms and weddings 
If you are interested in getting married at Vale Church, or would like to get your 

child baptised, please contact the Rector, Fr Stuart, on 244088 or email 

rector@valechurch.gg 

 

 

mailto:rector@valechurch.gg
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THE VALE PARISH MAGAZINE 
 
Produced by the Parish Church of St Michel du Valle, The Vale Parish Magazine 
is issued monthly, so there are twelve issues per year, each one at the price of 
£1.00.  
 
The next issue of The Vale Parish Magazine covers December 2020. Material 
should be with the editor by Wednesday 18th November 2020 please. 
Editor: Barrie Linnecor. Email – magazine@valechurch.gg 
 
As always, articles of general or local interest are most welcome. If you have 
anything you would like to contribute please contact the editor at the e-mail 
address noted above. These should be e-mailed in Word format, with 
illustrations as jpegs or pngs. The editor may amend or shorten material 
submitted.  
 

  
Advertising Rates for 2020 
Promote your business around the 

Parish and support the Church 

For B&W display advertisements: 

Full page for 12 months         £200.00 

Half page for 12 months           £120.00 

Quarter page for 12 months     £ 80.00 

For classified advertisements please 

contact the Editor. 

For colour display advertisements: 

Full page for 12 months         £400.00 

Half page for 12 months         £240.00 

Quarter page for 12 months   £160.00 

 

Back page – 50% Premium 

 

20% discount on these rates to new 

clients or those upgrading to colour 

 

THE VALE CHURCH HALL          

La Croix du Bas 

BILLIE & LESLIE NORMAN 

ROOMS                              

L’Abbaye 

 

Both venues offer facilities for meetings, 

social events and other activities.          

Parking available. 

     For further information and booking 

enquiries please contact: 

Michael Bubb 

254137 

bookings@valechurch.gg 

  

mailto:magazine@valechurch.
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From the Rector, Fr Stuart 
Dear friends, 

November is a month of remembering, of looking back; 

Remembering our loved ones who have departed this life on 

All Souls’ Day, remembering all the saints on All Saints’ Day, 

remembering those who died during the wars on 

Remembrance Day, even remembering the plot to blow up 

the Houses of Parliament in the UK on Guy Fawkes Night. 

Looking back, remembering those people and events that have shaped who we 

are. 

But, this November in particular, it feels that there is another need to look back 

and remember, recalling what life was like just a year ago, before this pandemic 

started. I’m probably not the only one in recent months to have kept an eye on 

how things are going in other jurisdictions where I have friends and family, 

comparing our situation to theirs. And, while doing so, remembering happy and 

relaxed times spent there in the past – where the very idea of having to wear 

masks and keep your distance from other people would have been ludicrous. 

But, also, as I look back I remember the times earlier this year when we were in 

lockdown, with church buildings locked, and people only able to go out to 

exercise or do essential shopping. It all seems so long ago now! 

As I write this, way past the deadline (sorry Barrie), news came out yesterday of 

another case of the virus in Guernsey which doesn’t seem to have arrived 

through travel. It is a concern, and we naturally think back to what happened 

when the virus arrived here earlier in 2020. What will happen? We really don’t 

know. 

But, as we look back, we can see how things changed. With the virus, for 

example, the capability for processing tests on island was introduced and 

regularly increased. Meanwhile, medical facilities have been put in place for 

those who need treatment from the virus. Looking back, then, we are not in the 

same position as we were at the start of the year – we have changed, adapted, 

and learned from things which have happened. 
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As we enter November, remembering what has gone before us, may we move 

forward with fresh hope into a future which is being revealed, and into new 

possibilities which we cannot yet imagine. 

Wishing you every blessing, Fr Stuart 

 

Rev Bev Herve 

Having been ordained as a priest on Monday 28th September 2020 in the chapel 
of Sarum College in Salisbury by the Rt Revd Trevor Willmott assisted by the 
Bishop of Salisbury (the Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam), Bev celebrated her first 
Eucharist in the Parish Church of Ste Marie du Castel on Thursday 15th October.  

 

                                 

 

Stay in Touch 
Fr Stuart is sending regular e-mails to people whose e-mail addresses he knows. If you are 
not receiving this e-mail and would like to, please send your e-mail details to Fr Stuart at 
rector@valechurch.gg. This e-mail includes links to the weekly pew sheet and, where 
appropriate, the order of service for the Sunday Eucharist streamed at 10.30am. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our 

protection against the malice and snares of the devil. May 

God rebuke him, I humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the 

Heavenly host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan 

and all evil spirits who wander through the world for the 

ruin of souls.  

Amen 

mailto:rector@valechurch.gg
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Pastoral Care Group 

If you are feeling lonely, anxious or in need of comfort, please get in touch with 

any of the Pastoral Care Group if you would like to make contact with someone. 

Fr Stuart can be contacted if you need further spiritual support. If the thought of 

walking from the main car park, up the path to the church in winter is troubling 

you then do please speak to one of the Pastoral Care Group and we will do our 

best to transport you, in order that you can attend for worship. 

 

Colin & Helen Sarchet 246191       Barbara Minta 247606       Beverley Linnecor 242192 

 

Belfry Notes 

We were sorry to hear of the death on October 10th of Rev John Widdows, our 

Rector here from 1992 to 1999. As well as being Rector he was an active 

bellringer, taking part in Sunday Service ringing and practices, and coming on 

our outings. He learnt to ring at his former parishes of Collingham and South 

Scarle in Nottinghamshire. While here he rang in thirteen quarter-peals, 

including his first in 1994 and his first "inside" in 1999.  

We rang a quarter-peal in his memory on Sunday October 11th – our second 

quarter-peal since the re-opening of the Church after the Coronavirus 

lockdown.  

Because of lockdown restrictions. bellringing remains virtually halted except 

here in the Bailiwick and in Australia and New Zealand. In England, ringers have 

to be 2 metres apart, which rules out most ringing in many towers, and even in 

the largest only allows a few of the bells to be rung, and are allowed only a short 

time.   

The Churches in the Bailiwick are fortunate that Church Services and Ringing are 

at present in something approaching normality.  

                                                                     John David 
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Charity Support July - December 2020 

As COVID interrupted our charity support collections, we continue with Safer till the end of 
2020 and then we will support Guernsey Bereavement from January 2021. 

 

 

Your donation will help Tariro make such a difference to the lives of these children. 

Download a standing order form at https://tarirouk.com/donate/ or you can donate 

directly to Tariro at HSBC Bank PLC, Dewsbury, (Sort Code 40-19-17) for the credit of Tariro 
– Hope for Youth in Zimbabwe (Acct No 11775170).  
 
 

 
Safer is a Bailiwick of Guernsey charity which helps victims of domestic abuse which is not 
just violence; it can also be psychological, emotional, sexual, financial or coercive control. 

Promoting awareness encourages the whole community to report incidents of violence, 
rather than ignoring or dismissing violence perpetrated in the home. This helps victims to 
feel supported by their community and get the help that they need. 

If you are seeking advice for yourself or for someone else, please contact Safer on a 24 hr 
Helpline 01481 721999 or in an emergency call the police on 999. 

www.safer.gg 

 

 
You are now able to leave food in the box at the back of church for Guernsey Welfare Food 

Bank. Monetary donations may be sent to  Guernsey Welfare Service, Holy Trinity Church 

Centre, Trinity Square, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 1LP, or you can donate online at 

www.guernseywelfare.com 
 

https://tarirouk.com/donate/
http://www.safer.gg/
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Astronomy Moments 161 

It was many years ago that I first looked at Jupiter through a telescope. The four moons 

that circle the planet could easily be seen. I am often reminded of Galileo, an astronomer in 

the 17th century, who was the first to see these moons. In those days it was thought that 

our moon, the sun, planets and all the stars circled the earth; for Galileo to say he had seen 

moons circling something else brought him severe criticism from the Catholic Church. This 

was in 1610, if we jump forward 373 years to 1973 two of NASA’s spacecrafts, known as the 

Galilean space probes, are approaching Jupiter and sending back pictures of the planet and 

its moons. This was the first time for any ships to travel this far and pictures were taken 

successfully. If we jump forward again to 1979, two more of NASA’s spaceships are arriving 

at Jupiter, these are called Voyager 1 and 2 and were extremely successful. 

At this stage I should point out that Jupiter actually has 79 moons, but most are very small, 

probably captured asteroids, so we will stay with the big four. Io (pronounced ‘ay yo’)  is 

closest to Jupiter and a little larger than our own moon; Europa is next closest and a little 

smaller than our moon; Callisto is much bigger than our moon and Ganemede is the biggest 

moon in the solar system and is bigger than the planet Mercury.  

 

                                                                  

 

                                                                  

 

The voyagers found that the moon Io is active with volcanoes. The distance between Jupiter 

and Io is about the same distance as our moon from the earth, around a quarter of a million 

miles. As our moon moves around us both the Earth and the moon are pulling on each 

other, in fact the moon pulls the sea water up towards it, so every time Guernsey moves 

Io                           Europa 

 

Callisto                  Ganemede 
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under the moon we have a high tide. However Jupiter is ten times the size of the Earth and 

does all the pulling. In fact Jupiter is continually pulling and distorting Io’s shape causing all 

these volcanoes.  

Europa is further away from Jupiter and the pictures show that Europa has an icy surface 

with cracks in the ice. The current thinking is that there may be oceans of water under the 

ice. Callisto also has an icy surface, there are no fault lines, but there are craters indicating 

the ice is very thick possibly with water underneath. Ganamede, the largest moon, has ice 

but also outcrops of rock.  Due to their water content, Europa, Callisto and Ganamede are 

considered possible places for microbial forms of life. NASA plans in the very near future to 

send a probe to Europa to try and see what is under the ice.                                           

Frank Dowding BSc. 

Next Month – – Is there life on Venus? 

 

Vale Women’s Social Group 
The speaker for our October meeting turned out to be Keith Pike, not Nigel Lewis, due to an 

error on the programme. All the same, we had a very interesting evening looking at 

photographs of old Guernsey and trying to guess where the places were. For our second 

meeting, we are going to the Queen’s bar to enjoy a meal (we hope!). 

November has two planned get-togethers as follows: 

November 10th 7.30pm  Billie and Leslie Norman Rooms.                

 A Guernsey evening watching the Potato Peel Pie DVD and eating Bean Jar and 

Gache. 

November 24th 7.30pm Billie and Leslie Norman Rooms.  

 A Games evening playing Dominoes, Uno, Whot, etc. 

See you soon 

  

Pauline Bichard 



12 

CHRISTMAS MARKET 2020                                              

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 28th   11.30 till 1.30                         

VALE CHURCH HALL 

We should like everyone to have a good sort out to provide items for the following stalls. 

We especially need Christmas goods, bottles, children’s books and cakes. 

Boxes for your donations will be placed on the inside steps of church from Sunday 

November 1st, or we can arrange to collect items if you have too much to carry. 

Books, CDs and DVDs       John and Nicky David 245365 

Raffle      Mike Bubb 254137 

Christmas Items    Sarah Palmer 242109 

Tombola     Beverley & Barrie Linnecor  

Bric a Brac     Sue Robins 07911 726218 

Toys/Games/Puzzles   **Volunteer needed 

Bottle Stall     Dave and Jane Goddard 253869 

Lunches     Val Kilby 247525 

Cakes/preserves/groceries  Helen Sarchet 246191 

**As you will see, we need volunteers to run the Toy stall. Please speak to me if you are 
willing to take this on. 
 
There will also be a Christmas Cake Raffle and teas and coffees will be available.  
Val will be pleased to receive offers of soup or crumbles for the lunches. 
 
We will again have a short interlude of Live Music. I am still waiting to hear from the Vale 
School, but failing that we have a back-up plan. 
Volunteers will be very welcome to help set up, man stalls and pack away so if you can help 

in any way, please contact any stall-holder or speak to me. As they say, many hands (and 

strong backs) make light work.   

Any bright ideas welcome.   

Thank you in anticipation of a wonderful response as in the past. 

Pauline Bichard 245213 or 07781 456229  
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November 2020 Rotas 

 Sidespeople Server Assistant 
Servers 

Reader Intercessor 

Sunday 1st November All Saints Day 
8.00am C Smith R Leale  R Leale  
10.30am K Le Cras 

V Kilby 
H Rolf 
 

N Tanswell 
O Palmer 

N David 
 

N Tanswell 
 

 
Monday 2nd November All Souls 
9.30am As available As available    
 
Sunday 8th November Third Sunday before Advent - Remembrance Sunday 
8.00am C Smith R Leale  R Leale  
10.50am V Mollet   

B Martin     
H Rolf N Tanswell 

O Palmer  
O Palmer B Linnecor 

 
 
Sunday 15th November Second Sunday before Advent – Family Eucharist 
8.00am  C Smith R Leale  R Leale  
10.30am B Dempster 

Goddards 
H Rolf N Tanswell 

O Palmer  
Treasure 
Seekers 

Treasure 
Seekers  

 
Sunday 22nd November Christ the King 
8.00am C Smith R Leale  R Leale  
10.30am H Sarchet 

C Sarchet 
H Rolf 
 

N Tanswell 
O Palmer  

V Vizia N David 
 

 
Sunday 29th November The First Sunday of Advent 
8.00am C Smith R Leale  R Leale  
10.30am B Minta 

S Robins 
H Rolf     
 

N Tanswell 
O Palmer  

C Sarchet N Tanswell 
 

 
DECEMBER 
Sunday 6th December The Second Sunday of Advent 
8.00am      
10.30am B Linnecor 

B Linnecor       
H Rolf N Tanswell 

O Palmer 
P Bichard B Linnecor 
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What’s On Diary for November 2020  

Sunday 1st November                                  
All Saints Sunday                                     

8.00am Said Eucharist  
10.30am Parish Eucharist          

Monday 2nd November                      
All Souls                       

9.30am Requiem Eucharist                                                      

Wednesday 4th November                            
9.30am Said Eucharist              

10.15am Refreshments & Bible Study 
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms                  

Thursday 5th November                       
7.30pm Said Eucharist                 

Sunday 8th November                               
Third Sunday before Advent 

Remembrance Sunday                                     
8.00am Said Eucharist  

10.50am Parish Eucharist            

Tuesday 10th November                              
Vale Women’s Social Group 

7.30pm A Guernsey evening – Billie 
and Leslie Norman Rooms 

Wednesday 11th November                            
9.30am Said Eucharist               

10.15am Refreshments & Bible Study 
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms 

Thursday 12th November                       
7.30pm Said Eucharist   

Sunday 15th November                                
The Second Sunday before Advent                                            

8.00am Said Eucharist  
10.30am Family Eucharist  

                                                                          

Wednesday 18th November                            
9.30am Said Eucharist               

10.15am Refreshments & Bible Study 
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms  

Thursday 19th November                       
7.30pm Said Eucharist 

Saturday 21st November                                                        
4.00pm Mass for Our Lady of 

Walsingham                                                                          

Sunday 22nd November 
Christ the King                                           

8.00am Said Eucharist 
10.30am Parish Eucharist           

Tuesday 24th November                              
Vale Women’s Social Group 

7.30pm A Games evening – Billie and 
Leslie Norman Rooms 

Wednesday 25th November                            
9.30am Said Eucharist              

10.15am Refreshments & Bible Study 
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms 

Thursday 26th November                       
7.30pm Said Eucharist 

Saturday 28th November                                                        
11.30am Christmas Market                

Vale Church Hall 

Sunday 29th November                                
The First Sunday of Advent                                            

8.00am Said Eucharist  
10.30am Family Eucharist           

6.00pm Joint Advent Service        
Venue to be decided 
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Refreshments 
The refreshments rota for November is below. 

November 1st Hilda & Kim              November 8th      Nicky & John  
November 15th Sandy & Pam  November 22nd   Barbara Minta & Sue 
November 29th      Barbara Martin & Shirley  
 

Rotas 
Would all those on any rota for church duties PLEASE let Barbara Piprell (Sidespeople, 
Server, Chalice) or Barrie Linnecor (Reader, Intercessor and Refreshments) have any dates 
that you are unavailable. If you would like to join any of the rotas then please see us. 

 

Church Flower Arranging 
Would you like to do an arrangement in the silver vase on special occasions or in memory 

of a loved one? Should you prefer would you like to do an arrangement on a pedestal? 

Guidance is available if needed. 

 

We would be delighted to have more people to arrange the flowers in church. 

Any queries please contact Val Kilby on 247525 

 

To our Friends in the Parish of Choppington 

Here we are again, looking forward to Advent and Christmas at the end of a very strange 

year. It seems that the Covid situation in the UK is getting steadily worse, so who knows 

how we will be celebrating this year. Fortunately, here in Guernsey, we still have almost no 

cases, and life is not too different from normal – long may it continue! We are able to meet 

up and sing as a Music Group or Choir, so we have started practising for the upcoming 

services. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you all, Stay safe, God bless, 

              Best wishes from John and Pauline Bichard 
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Poppies and Remembrance 

Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae was a poet and physician from Guelph, 
Ontario. He developed an interest in poetry at a young age and wrote 
throughout his life. His earliest works were published in the mid-1890s in 
Canadian magazines and newspapers and his poetry often focused on death and 
the peace that followed.  

At the age of 41, McCrae enrolled with the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force following the outbreak of the First World War and he volunteered to join 
a fighting unit as a gunner and medical officer. McCrae fought in the Second 
Battle of Ypres in the Flanders region of Belgium, where the German army 
launched one of the first chemical attacks in the history of war. They attacked 
French positions north of the Canadians with chlorine gas on April 22nd, 1915 
but were unable to break through the Canadian line, which held for over two 
weeks. In a letter written to his mother, McCrae described the battle as a 
nightmare for all that time gunfire and rifle fire never ceased for sixty seconds ... 
And behind it all was the constant background of the sights of the dead, the 
wounded, the maimed, and a terrible anxiety lest the line should give way. 

Veteran's Administration Canada provided this account of the writing of In 
Flanders Fields:  

“The day before he wrote his famous poem, one of McCrae's closest friends, 
Alexis Helmer, was killed in the fighting on May 2nd and buried in a makeshift 
grave with a simple wooden cross. McCrae performed the burial service himself, 
at which time he noted how poppies were already beginning to bloom between 
the crosses marking the many graves of those who died at Ypres. Unable to help 
his friend or any of the others who had died, John McCrae composed the poem 
‘In Flanders Fields’ while sitting in the back of an ambulance outside Ypres and 
this location is now known as the John McCrae Memorial Site”. 

Today’s poppy - what do we associate with the poppy we wear every year?  The 

red represents the blood of all those who gave their lives; the black represents 

the mourning of those who didn't have their loved ones return home; and the 

green leaf represents the grass and crops growing, and future prosperity after 

the war destroyed so much.  

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_McCrae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guelph,_Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guelph,_Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Expeditionary_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Expeditionary_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Battle_of_Ypres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Battle_of_Ypres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flanders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_weapons_in_World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chlorine#Use_as_a_weapon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Site_John_McCrae
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In Flanders Fields  

In Flanders fields the poppies grow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

 

The British Legion state there is no ‘correct’ way to wear a poppy although many 

follow the wearing on the right lapel for a woman and on the left for a man.  If 

your poppy has a leaf then it should be positioned at 11 o'clock to represent the 

eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month, the time that World 

War One formally ended.  

It’s a matter of personal choice whether someone chooses to wear a poppy and 

how they choose to wear it but the best way to wear a poppy is simply with 

pride. 
Beverley Linnecor / www.greatwar.co.uk 
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Forthcoming event 

We are holding a Pop Up ‘Messiah’ at the Vale Church on Saturday 5th December at 
7.00pm and it would be fabulous if you could tell your choirs and spread the word. We are 
so fortunate to be able to sing together here in Guernsey and ’The Messiah’ is a work very 
much associated with Christmas that we thought it would be a lovely celebration. All 
proceeds will be going to the Guernsey Welfare Service and the Vale Church. 
  
It will be conducted by Helen Grand and Andrew Warren will be the organist. 
  
There is a suggested donation of £5 per person (singers & non singers), £3 for under 18’s. 
Anyone who would like to do a solo please contact Fran Le Tissier at fran@ivygate.gg. Solos 
will be allocated on first come first serve basis and at a suggested donation of £15 each. 
  
Bring your own copies of the score. It does not matter which edition of Handel’s 'Messiah’ it 
is. 
  
There will be sections to sit in if you want or you can sit and sing anywhere if you want to 
stay with family or friends. There will be a section for non singers who just want to come 
along and listen. There will be no rehearsals. There is no dress code, however we would 
encourage people to wear red, green and gold to fill the church with Christmas colours. 
  
There will be an interval when we hope to serve a glass of wine and mince pies. 
  
It would be useful to have some indication of numbers if you could ask for a show of hands 
from your choir and let me know please at fran@ivygate.gg 

 

 

Kindly sponsored by Collenette Jones 

mailto:fran@ivygate.gg
mailto:fran@ivygate.gg
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Some Childhood Memories of the Occupation 

I was six years old when the German Army occupied Guernsey. I had been sent 

to school with my Mother and many other children; we gathered there in 

readiness to be taken to the White Rock and get on a boat to be transported to 

England. We all had a small case and a label tied to us somewhere with our 

names and perhaps the name of the school we attended. I vaguely remember 

being taken to school twice, just waiting and then returning home. Then several 

parents decided not to repeat this, mine included, so the last boat sailed for 

England without me. 

My first memory of being in a war zone was the White Rock bombing and 

several men being killed, my Father’s boss among them. My Father was lucky as 

he just missed being there with his tomato laden lorry. 

My first impression of German soldiers was seeing and hearing them march in 

groups of thirty to forty always singing what sounded like “I, Ee, I, O”. Most of 

the soldiers were quite kind to children and in the first couple of years would 

give out sweets if they had any. Our first occupied Christmas, 1940, and we 

were still quite comfortable and well-fed. I remember being in our front room 

playing cards with my Mum, Dad, Gran, Grep (my grandfather) and my Great 

Grandmother. There was a very loud knock on the front door and my Dad and 

Grep went to answer. Two soldiers stood there and somehow let it be known 

that the blackout was not quite right as they could see chinks of light showing. 

By then, my Gran was at the door and invited them in; I believe they were very 

young and she felt sorry for them, so tea was made and cake was passed 

around; they were probably with us for about half an hour. 

I don’t remember exactly when I returned to school but when I did, instead of 

being in the Vale School, we were next door in the Methodist Chapel. The 

Germans requisitioned all schools and painted large white circles with red 

crosses on the roofs. 

Gradually the bus service stopped, although for a time some buses were fuelled 

with large tanks on the back which burned charcoal. I don’t know how that kept 

a bus going, but if people from L’Ancresse wanted to go to Town, they mostly 

went in a horse drawn van. My Gran travelled this way and sometimes I went 

with her to her fish stall in the market, which in winter was very cold. She 
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unfortunately caught a cold, developed pneumonia and died in January 1941. 

During the summer, we would go to concerts in the Vale Church Hall where 

Ralph O’Toole and his band with troupes of tap dancing girls entertained us. 

When I was about 7 years old I would also cycle the long ride to St Peters and 

Torteval with my mother to visit her parents and sisters. My brother John was 

strapped into a seat on the back of my mother’s bike.   

My sister, Marion, was born in August 1943 when I was 91/2 years old. John and 

I were taken to stay on my Aunt’s farm in Torteval for a fortnight. In October 

1943 my maternal grandmother died and my mother attended the funeral. 

Another Aunt cared for us all but due to rationing I was sent back to our home 

to get milk for baby Marion’s bottle feed. I set off with her in the pram along 

with John and our cousin, Brenda (both were 5 years old). On the way back, in 

the Hacse Lane (which was pretty narrow) we met a German tank. They were 

very kind and waited till I manoeuvred the pram and the children into a gateway 

and then they passed by. It was pretty scary and I still remember it well. 

Another scary time (I think in 1944), my father calmly took me into a barbed 

wire enclosure, guarded by German sentries, to collect some oil for our lamps. 

My father was working with forced labour men, brought here by the Germans; I 

believe they were building the Atlantic Wall. I still don’t like to think about those 

men, walking in rags, being very poorly fed and looking pitiful. 

At midday on May 8th 1945, we were told in school that Guernsey would be 

liberated the next day. I was in Intermediate School, Burnt Lane, St Peter Port 

and we were told to take care as nothing had yet been signed. As we left school 

and went into Trinity Square a German soldier had gone berserk and was 

destroying his bicycle by bashing it as hard as he could on the road.  

On May 9th, my Mum and my brother John walked to Town and stood outside 

the Royal Hotel to welcome the British troops marching past from the White 

Rock. It was a very exciting day! A few days later there were American soldiers 

landing at L’Ancresse, coming up the beach in their ‘duck’ vehicles. There were 

soldiers all over the Common but I can’t remember if they were camping there.  

Thanks to Betty Conway (nee Ogier) 
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How to make a donation / 

contribution to the Church 
 

It is possible to set up a regular 

standing order to the Church's bank 

account for your regular giving. 

Please contact Steve de Carteret 

(Church Treasurer) for a form. 

Our bank details are NatWest 

Guernsey, Sort Code 600920, 

Account Number 67114156.   

Giving by card                         

We have a contactless payment 

machine to allow donations to be 

made by card. This is located by the 

steps as you leave church. It is also 

possible to give by credit or debit 

card by visiting 

https://www.valechurch.gg/donate. 

Steve would be happy to answer 

any questions you may have about 

any methods of giving.  

 

 

A Prayer for Trevor,  

our Bishop   
God, eternal shepherd,  

 you tend your Church  

in many ways and rule  

us with love. You have chosen your 

servant, Trevor, to be a shepherd of 

your flock in Guernsey. Give him a 

spirit of courage and right judgment, 

a spirit of knowledge and love. By 

governing with fidelity those 

entrusted to his care, may he build 

your Church as a sign of salvation for 

the world. Amen. 

 

Tax Forms 
Make gifts to the Church worth 25% 

more without it costing you a 

penny! 

A form is available at the back of 

the Church. If you are a Guernsey 

Tax payer do complete the form 

and return it to Steve De Carteret. 

Our Parish Prayer  

Heavenly Father, pour down your 

Spirit upon our church and parish. 

Grant us a new vision of your glory, 

a new experience of your power, a 

new faithfulness to your word, and a 

new consecration to your service; 

that through our renewed witness,  

your holy name may be glorified, 

And your Kingdom come. We ask 

this through Jesus Christ our Lord  

Who lives and reigns with you and  

The Holy Spirit, One God,  

World without end.  

Amen. 
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Remembrance Cup Cakes 

For the cakes      For the decoration / icing 

 250g  Butter (unsalted)     1 tablespoon apricot jam 
 250g  Unrefined golden caster sugar   300g white sugar paste icing 
 4 medium eggs      250g red sugar paste icing 
 250g  Self-raising white flour    50g black sugar paste icing 
 1 teaspoon Vanilla extract 

1. Preheat the oven to 180°C (fan 160°C, gas mark 4) and line a muffin tin with 12 
cupcake cases. 

2. Cream together the butter and sugar until pale and fluffy, then add the eggs one by 
one mixing after each one. Sift the flour and carefully fold into the mixture. Then stir 
in the vanilla extract. Spoon the mixture into the paper cases until they are 
approximately ½ full. Then bake in the oven for 25-30 minutes until golden brown 
and a skewer comes out clean. Leave to cool. 

3. To decorate, roll out some of the white icing until it is about 5mm thick. Cut a disc 
about the same size as the top of the cupcake. Brush the top of the cake with 
warmed apricot jam, then position the icing on top. 

4. (If you do not have coloured sugar paste icing then use some white and add food 
colouring as needed for the flower design).  

5. Roll out some of the red icing, using a flower cutter cut out some flowers. Use your 
fingers to carefully thin out the petals so that they start to curl. Place on top of the 
cupcake using water to stick it to the white icing. To finish take small pieces of black 
icing and roll into a ball then squash it slightly then stick to the centre of each poppy 
flower.  

 

www.bakingmad.com 
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Bible readings for November 2020 

1st November    All Saints 
Revelation 7:9-end  Psalm 34:1-10 

1 John 3:1-3  Matthew 5:1-12 

8th November   The Third Sunday before Advent   
Amos 5:18-24   Psalm 70 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-end  Matthew 25:1-13 

15th November   The Second Sunday before Advent    
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-end  Psalm 90:1-8  

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  Matthew 25:14-30 

22nd November   Christ the King    
         Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24  Psalm 95:1-7 

         Ephesians 1:15-end  Matthew 25:31-end 

29th November   The First Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 64:1-9  Psalm 80:1-8, 18-20  

1 Corinthians 1:3-9  Mark 13:24-37 

 

From the Registers    

R I P       “May they rest in Peace” 

6th October Pamela de Jersey 
15th October Gwen Martel 
15th October Valerie Gaudion 
 

Baptisms    “We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”   

4th October Oakley David Le Brun Simon 
6th October Karl Martin Tostevin Simon  
11th October Jamie Aaron Lanyon 
18th October Rory-Jaxx Harvey 

25th October Alfie Rory Vidamour 
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More Church Contacts 
 
Vale Church Hall and the Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms 

Mr Michael Bubb ..............bookings@valechurch.gg .....................254137 

Vale Church Music Group 

Mr John Bichard ...............musicgroup@valechurch.gg ................245213 

Pendle, La Hougue, Vale, GY3 5JA 

Church Flowers, wedding flowers, festival flowers 

Mrs Val Kilby ……………....flowers@valechurch.gg ..........................247525 

Vale Women’s Social Group 

Mrs. Margaret Pettitt .........................................  ..........................247603 

Mah Jongg, Bordel Lane, Vale GY3 5DB 

Val Kilby   ............................................................  ..........................247525 

Pauline Bichard  ..................................................  ..........................245213 

Captain of the Bell Tower 

Mr Michael Bubb ..............towercaptain@valechurch.gg ..............254137 

Secretary of the Bell Tower 

Mrs Nicky David................bellringers@valechurch.gg ..................245365 

Sandy Hook, St Sampson GY2 4EJ 

Vale Church Magazine Distribution and Pewsheet Compiler 

Mr John David ..................newsletter@valechurch.gg ..................245365 

Sandy Hook, St Sampson GY2 4EJ 

The Childrens’ Society 

Mr Colin Sarchet ...............cs@valechurch.gg. .... ………………………..246191 

Fairways, Bunker Hill, Vale GY3 5JT 

Bible Society 

C/O the Churchwardens 

Vale Church Magazine Editor 

Mr Barrie Linnecor ...........magazine@valechurch.gg ...............................  

 

mailto:magazine@valechurch.
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SERVICES AT ST MICHEL DU VALLE 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Wednesday                                                                     

9.30am Said Eucharist 

  

 

  

 

 

Every Thursday  

7.30pm Said Eucharist 

Every Sunday  

8.00am Said Eucharist 

10.15am Treasure Seekers (except Third Sunday) 

10.30am Parish Eucharist  

(Every 3rd Sunday in a month at 10.30am is Family Eucharist) 

 

 

 

 

 


