-

£1
THE VALE PARISH
MAGAZINE
January 2021

Serving the People of the Vale
www.valechurch.gg

The Parish Church of St. MICHEL DU VALLE Guernsey
Rector
Fr Stuart Tanswell .............rector@valechurch.gg .........................244088
Vale Church Rectory, L’Abbaye, Vale, GY3 5SF
Rector’s Warden
Mr Michael Bubb ..............rectorswarden@valechurch.gg............254137
Manitoba, Le Villocq, Castel, GY5 7SF
People’s Warden
Mr Jeremy Smithies ..........peopleswarden@valechurch.gg ..........246675
La Haize, Rue des Haizes, Vale, GY3 5HB ........... .......... M 07781 146675
Treasurer and Planned Giving
Mr Steve de Carteret ........treasurer@valechurch.gg ....................722546
L’Abri, La Ramée, St Peter Port, GY1 2EW
Organist and Choirmaster
Mr Andrew Warren ..........organist@valechurch.gg ......................244091
Vidcocq, Bailloterie, Vale, GY3 5HA
Electoral Roll Officer
Mrs Sam de Carteret ........electoralroll@valechurch.gg ................722546
L’Abri, La Ramée, St Peter Port, GY1 2EW
Head Server
Mrs Helen Rolf..................headserver@valechurch.gg ...........................
1 Sohier Villa, Vale GY3 5PY
Treasure Seekers
Mrs. Jane Goddard ...........treasureseekers@valechurch.gg .........253869
Tamarisk, Acacia, Rue Mainguy, Vale, GY6 8NN
Safeguarding Officer
Mrs. Barbara Minta…….…..safeguarding@valechurch.gg……………..247606
Pastoral Group
Mr Colin Sarchet…..…….…..pastoral@valechurch.gg……………..……..246191

2

The Parish Church of St. MICHEL DU VALLE Guernsey
Sunday services
 8.00am Said Eucharist
 10.30am Third Sunday of the month – Family Eucharist
 10.30am Other Sundays – Parish Eucharist

Weekday services
 9.30am
 7.30pm

Wednesday - Said Eucharist in church
Thursday – Said Eucharist in church

The church is normally open for private prayer every day from around
9.00am. Please see the church notice board or pew sheet for information
about any changes or other services and events.

Treasure Seekers (Sunday School)
Treasure Seekers for young members of the Church meets at the Billie and
Leslie Norman Rooms at 10.15am on Sunday unless there is a Family Eucharist.
Contact Jane Goddard for more information on 253869 or email
treasureseekers@valechurch.gg

Sickness and Home Communions
If you are sick and would like a visit from a church member, or would like to
receive Communion at home, please contact the Pastoral Visiting Coordinators,
Colin and Helen Sarchet on 246191 or pastoral@valechurch.gg

Baptisms and weddings
If you are interested in getting married at Vale Church, or would like to get your
child baptised, please contact the Rector, Fr Stuart, on 244088 or email
rector@valechurch.gg
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THE VALE PARISH MAGAZINE
Produced by the Parish Church of St Michel du Valle, The Vale Parish Magazine
is issued monthly, so there are twelve issues per year, each one at the price of
£1.00.
The next issue of The Vale Parish Magazine covers February 2021. Material
should be with the editor by Wednesday 20th January 2021 please.
Editor: Barrie Linnecor. Email – magazine@valechurch.gg
As always, articles of general or local interest are most welcome. If you have
anything you would like to contribute please contact the editor at the e-mail
address noted above. These should be e-mailed in Word format, with
illustrations as jpegs or pngs. The editor may amend or shorten material
submitted.

Advertising Rates for 2021

THE VALE CHURCH HALL

Promote your business around the
Parish and support the Church

La Croix du Bas

BILLIE & LESLIE NORMAN
ROOMS

For B&W display advertisements:
Full page for 12 months
£210.00
Half page for 12 months
£125.00
Quarter page for 12 months £ 85.00
For classified advertisements please
contact the Editor.
For colour display advertisements:
Full page for 12 months
£420.00
Half page for 12 months
£250.00
Quarter page for 12 months £170.00

L’Abbaye

Both venues offer facilities for meetings,
social events and other activities.
Parking available.
For further information and booking
enquiries please contact:

Back page – 50% Premium

Michael Bubb
254137

20% discount on these rates to new
clients or those upgrading to colour

bookings@valechurch.gg
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From the Rector, Fr Stuart
Dear friends,
I hope you’ve had a blessed Christmas so far!
We are so familiar with the Christmas story that it is so easy
to drift through it, without engaging too much in what
happened because we know it so well. It is a tendency even
when preparing a sermon or magazine letter!
This year I have been thinking a little about the visitors Jesus received, and what
impact that might have on how I engage afresh with the birth of Jesus, Godwith-us.
There were the shepherds. Hired hands, of a low social standing. Probably not
the type of visitors Mary would have expected (or welcomed) late at night –
with or without a choir of angels singing “Glory to God in the highest”. I suppose
the only worse thing at that point might have been if the “little drummer boy”
turned up banging his drum while Jesus was sleeping!
And then, a bit later, maybe a few years later, the Magi, Wise Men, or Kings.
They were from a land far away, they were not Israelites, they were foreign.
But, despite this, they recognised who Jesus was – even though we don’t know
what impact this encounter had on their lives long-term.
There were lowly-paid dirty, smelly, shepherds arriving late at night as the first
witnesses to the Messiah being born, followed by some foreign dignitaries who
recognised Jesus as Messiah. Outcasts, and foreigners – not those you would
have expected to celebrate the arrival of the promised Messiah from King
David’s line. To me that is a reminder of who the Church is for. William Temple,
a previous Archbishop of Canterbury, once commented that “The Church is the
only institution that exists primarily for the benefit of those who are not its
members.”
Jesus was born not just for the people of Israel, not just for the respectable, not
even just for those who already come to church. Rather, Jesus came for all
people – the visits of the shepherds and Magi are a reminder of that.
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May we welcome and show God’s love and concern for all people this
Christmastime.
Wishing you every blessing this Christmas season,
Fr Stuart

Happy New Year
Heaven’s gift of another year
As the old departs and the new is born,
Plans for a future and a hope
Preparing us for each new dawn.
Yesterday has gone forever,
New days and ventures lie ahead,
Even darkness turns to light
When we make the Lord our head.
Yielding to the Holy Spirit
Ever mindful that He’s there,
As we live our lives before Him
Rejoicing in His loving care.

Megan Carter (Parish Pump)

Stay in Touch
Fr Stuart is sending regular e-mails to people whose e-mail addresses he knows.
If you are not receiving this e-mail and would like to, please send your e-mail
details to Fr Stuart at rector@valechurch.gg. This e-mail includes links to the
weekly pew sheet and, where appropriate, the order of service for the Sunday
Eucharist streamed at 10.30am.
Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our
protection against the malice and snares of the devil. May God
rebuke him, I humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly
host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all evil spirits
who wander through the world for the ruin of souls.
Amen
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Belfry Notes
2020 saw the longest suspension of ringing since the bells were overhauled in
1999. Older members of the congregation may remember them sitting on the
floor by the font while the frame had a much-needed paint and the metal
fittings went to the bellfoundry to be overhauled and galvanised.
It has been a traumatic year for the Church in general, for a time churches were
closed and services only possible over the internet, and we were grateful to the
band of ringers from Devon for the recording of their ringing of our bells a few
years ago which they made available to be used as an introduction to our
streamed services.
We must not forget that while we are in the fortunate position of being virtually
Covid free and with few restrictions,, most of the rest of the world is not so
fortunate and is in various states of lock-down, with churches closed or severely
restricted.
John David

Pastoral Care Group
If you are feeling lonely, anxious or in need of comfort, and would like to make
contact with someone then please get in touch with any of the Pastoral Care
Group. Fr Stuart can be contacted if you need further spiritual support. If the
thought of walking from the main car park, up the path to the church in winter is
troubling you then do please speak to one of the Pastoral Care Group and we
will do our best to transport you, in order that you can attend for worship.

Be at peace; God is in Charge.
Colin & Helen Sarchet 246191

Barbara Minta 247606
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Beverley Linnecor 242192

**NEW** Bereavement Support Open Sessions
Bereavement, grief and loss can cause many different symptoms and they affect
people in different ways. There's no right or wrong way to feel. Grief is a natural
response to loss. It’s the emotional suffering you feel when someone you love is
taken away.
Grief can feel very lonely, even when you have other loved ones around. The
pain of grief can often cause you to want to withdraw from others and retreat
into your shell, but having the face-to-face support of other people is vital to
healing from loss. Even if you’re not comfortable talking about your feelings
under normal circumstances, it’s important to express them when you’re
grieving. Sharing your sorrow with others who have experienced similar losses
can help. Comfort can also come from just being around others who care about
you.
Our new bereavement support sessions are being set up to offer an informal
setting to help you manage with adjustment and coping following a death. This
is a friendly open drop in session where you can have a cuppa, chat with others
who have experienced a loss and perhaps learn a little more about the grieving
process and the physical and emotional changes we go through at this time. It
will be facilitated by Beverley Linnecor who has many years of counselling
experience. However, these are informal open sessions and therefore
professional counselling is not offered.
Please share this with anyone who may benefit from ‘dropping in’ to a session.
If you would like to learn a little more about how this will develop and become
involved as a support facilitator then come along. The sessions will run on the
last Friday of the month.
** 1st Session**
Friday 29 January 2021; 10a.m - 11a.m
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms, L’Abbaye, Vale
th
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Charity Support January - June 2021

Your donation will help Tariro make such a difference to the lives of these children.
Download a standing order form at https://tarirouk.com/donate/ or you can donate
directly to Tariro at HSBC Bank PLC, Dewsbury, (Sort Code 40-19-17) for the credit of Tariro
– Hope for Youth in Zimbabwe (Acct No 11775170).

The Guernsey Bereavement Service provides support to those within the Bailiwick who
have suffered a significant loss, irrespective of race, religion, ethnicity, cause of death and
financial standing. They have trained volunteers from a range of backgrounds, with a deal
of experience.
They can offer help and emotional support to those who have a lost family or friend; enable
them to face their feelings and work through their grief; promote increased awareness of
the needs of the bereaved and the nature of the grieving process within the community at
large.
Please get in touch, if you or someone you know, need support following bereavement.
Tel: 257778
Email: manager@gbs.org.gg
Collection boxes for both of the above charities are on the table on the left as you leave
Church.

Food can be left in the box at the back of church for Guernsey Welfare Food Bank.
Monetary donations may be sent to Guernsey Welfare Service, Holy Trinity Church Centre,
Trinity Square, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 1LP, or online at www.guernseywelfare.com
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January 2021 Rotas
Sidespeople Server

Assistant
Servers

Sunday 3rd January Epiphany
8.00am
S Palmer
R Leale
10.30am
B Linnecor H Rolf
B Linnecor
Sunday 10th January Baptism of Christ
8.00am
C Smith
R Leale
10.30am
C Sarchet
H Rolf
H Sarchet

Reader

Intercessor

R Leale
R de
Carteret

B Linnecor

R Leale
O Palmer

N David

Sunday 17th January Second Sunday of Epiphany – Family Eucharist
8.00am
C Smith
R Leale
R Leale
10.30am
B Dempster H Rolf
Treasure
Treasure
Goddards
Seekers
Seekers
Sunday 24th January Third Sunday of Epiphany
8.00am
C Smith
R Leale
10.30am
B Minta
H Rolf
S Robins

R Leale
V Vizia

A Warren

Sunday 31st January Candlemas
8.00am
C Smith
R Leale
10.30am
V Mollet
H Rolf
B Martin

R Leale
P Bichard

B Linnecor

R Leale
J David

N David

FEBRUARY
Sunday 7th February Second Sunday Before Lent
8.00am
C Smith
R Leale
10.30am
K Le Cras
H Rolf
V Kilby
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What’s On Diary for January 2021
Sunday 3rd January
Epiphany
8.00am Said Eucharist
10.30am Parish Eucharist

Wednesday 20th January
9.30am Said Eucharist
10.15am Refreshments & Bible Study
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms

Wednesday 6th January
9.30am Said Eucharist
10.15am Refreshments & Bible Study
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms

Thursday 21st January
7.30pm Said Eucharist

Thursday 7th January
7.30pm Said Eucharist

Sunday 24th January
First Sunday of Christmas
8.00am Said Eucharist
10.30am Parish Eucharist

Sunday 10th January
Baptism of Christ
8.00am Said Eucharist
10.30am Parish Eucharist

Tuesday 26th January
Vale Women’s Social Group
7.30pm Supper and Games with St.
Matthew’s Ladies Group.

Wednesday 13th January
9.30am Said Eucharist
10.15am Refreshments & Bible Study
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms

Wednesday 27th January
9.30am Said Eucharist
10.15am Refreshments & Bible Study
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms

Thursday 14th January
7.30pm Said Eucharist

Thursday 28th January
7.30pm Said Eucharist

Saturday 16th January
2.00pm Mass for Our Lady of
Walsingham – St Stephens

Friday 29th January
10.00am Bereavement Support
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms

Sunday 17th January
The Second Sunday of Epiphany
8.00am Said Eucharist
10.30am Family Eucharist

Sunday 31st January
Candlemas
8.00am Said Eucharist
10.30am Parish Eucharist
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Refreshments
The refreshments rota for January is below.
January 3rd
January 17th
January 31st

Barbara Martin & Shirley
Nicky & John
Barbara Minta & Sue

January 10th
January 24th

Hilda & Kim
Sandy & Pam

Rotas
Would all those on any rota for church duties PLEASE let Barbara Piprell
(Sidespeople, Server, Chalice) or Barrie Linnecor (Reader, Intercessor and
Refreshments) have any dates that you are unavailable. If you would like to join
any of the rotas then please see either of us.

Church Flower Arranging
Would you like to do an arrangement in the silver vase on special occasions or in
memory of a loved one? A simple arrangement in the vase shown below is all
that is needed.
Should you prefer, would you like to do an arrangement on a pedestal?
Guidance is available if needed.

We would be delighted to have more
people to arrange the flowers in church
and please contact Val Kilby on 247525
if you are able to help with either of the
above.

To our Friends in the Parish of Choppington
A Happy New Year to you all! Let’s hope and pray that 2021 has better times in
store than 2020 had.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you all,
Stay safe, God bless,
Best wishes from John and Pauline Bichard
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Epiphany and Wise men
On 6th January we celebrate Epiphany – the visit of the Wise Men to the baby
Jesus, but who were these Wise Men from the East? The Magi had originally
been a religious caste among the Persians. Their devotion to astrology,
divination and the interpretation of dreams led to an extension in the meaning
of the word, and by the first century the Magi in Matthew’s gospel could have
been astrologers from outside of Persia. Some scholars believe they might have
come from what was then Arabia Felix, or as we would say today, southern
Arabia. It is true that in the first century astrology was practised there, and it
was the region where the Queen of Sheba had lived. Matthew’s gospel (chapter
2) is clear that the Magi asked Herod: ‘Where is the One who has been born
king of the Jews? We saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.’ So
it is possible that in southern Arabia the Queen of Sheba’s story of how a
Messiah would one day be sent to the Israelites and become their King had
survived.
To many people this makes sense: that the ancient stories of a Messiah, linked
to later astrological study, prompted these alert and god-fearing men to the
realisation that something very stupendous was happening in Israel. They
realised that after all these centuries, the King of the Jews, the Messiah, was
about to be born. It wasn’t until the third century that they were called kings –
by a church father, Tertullian. Another church father, Origin, assumed there
were three – to correspond with the gifts given. Later Christian interpretation
came to understand gold as a symbol of wisdom and wealth, incense as a
symbol of worship and sacrifice, and myrrh as a symbol of healing – and even
embalming. Since the 8th century, the Magi have had the names Balthasar,
Caspar and Melchior.

Parish Pump
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Astronomy Moments 163
The Asteroid belt lies between Mars and Jupiter. That of course does not mean
very much, unless you know what an asteroid is and where Mars and Jupiter
are.

We have to go back in time around five billion years, before there was a Sun or
an Earth or any of the other planets. In those far off days there was just a huge
cloud of rocks, ice, dust and gas, all swirling around and crashing into each other
as a result of a huge star having exploded some time earlier. (But that’s another
story).
These things all swirling around and hitting each other were actually forming
our Sun and planets. The rocks in that cloud were the asteroids.
The sun was made mainly from the gas, along with the larger planets Jupiter
and Saturn. The planets Uranus and Neptune evolved from the ice. But our
Earth, Mars, Mercury and Venus are as a result of the asteroids crashing and
sticking together. These four rocky planets are now orbiting close to the sun,
and then there is a gap before we have the gas giants Jupiter and Saturn, then
further out the icy Uranus and Neptune.
This gap between Mars and Jupiter contains many asteroids which apparently
were not used to form the rocky planets and these are now known as the
asteroid belt, forming a belt right around the sun between the orbits of Mars
and Jupiter. Jupiter being very large has a huge gravitational effect on the
smaller asteroids and so when they started to form a planet in this area, Jupiter
pulled them apart again and sometimes flung them out of the area altogether.
These asteroids that were flung out are now travelling around the sun in their
16

own orbits rather like loose cannons. A little over a million asteroids are known
to exist with the positions of the larger ones all known. They range in size from a
few metres across to hundreds of metres. In recent year’s interest has been
shown in asteroids because they represent how the earth was made. But
whereas the Earth has gone through many changes over the billions of years, it
has been flooded with oceans, had serious storms and ice ages, whereas the
ones that were not involved in all that swirling around and crashing into one
another while making the planets are still in pristine condition and may be able
to tell us what it was like billions of years ago and even possibly where our life
forms and others came from. NASA sent a rocket to the asteroid ‘Bennu’ and is
expecting it to return with samples in 2023. Meanwhile Japan had a rocket
returned this month from asteroid Ryuga and are expecting to analyze samples
very soon.

Asteroid Bennu
250 metres across

Frank Dowding BSc.

Next Month – Exploding Stars

Vale Women’s Social Group
A Happy New Year to everyone! We only have one meeting this month and it

will be on Tuesday January 26th at 7.30pm in the Billie and Leslie Norman
Rooms when we will be entertaining St. Matthew’s Ladies Group with various
games and supper.
Pauline Bichard
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Previous events – THANK YOU

Gift Day
A big thank you to everyone who contributed to our Annual Gift Day which was
held on 25th October and which raised the magnificent sum of £ 5,022.36, a
vital contribution to Church funds.

Christmas Fayre
Very many thanks to everyone who helped and supported the Christmas Fayre
held at the Church Hall on 28th November, a traditional way to start our
Christmas celebrations. The fayre raised £1,569.67 for Church funds and many
thanks go to Pauline Bichard for all her work in organising the event.

Pop Up Messiah
The first Pop Up ‘Messiah’ was held at the Vale Church on Saturday 5th
December and was well received by everyone. Many thanks are due to Fran Le
Tissier for organising the event and to everyone who came along to sing and to
listen. Also thanks to Collenette Jones for sponsoring the evening which raised
approximately £1,000 which will be split equally between Guernsey Welfare and
Church funds.
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How to make a donation /
contribution to the Church
It is possible to set up a regular
standing order to the Church's bank
account for your regular giving.
Please contact Steve de Carteret
(Church Treasurer) for a form.
Our bank details are NatWest
Guernsey, Sort Code 600920,
Account Number 67114156.
Giving by card
We have a contactless payment
machine to allow donations to be
made by card. This is located by the
steps as you leave church. It is also
possible to give by credit or debit
card by visiting
https://www.valechurch.gg/donate.
Steve would be happy to answer
any questions you may have about
any methods of giving.

Tax Forms
Make gifts to the Church worth 25%
more without it costing you a
penny!
A form is available at the back of
the Church. If you are a Guernsey
Tax payer do complete the form
and return it to Steve De Carteret.
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A Prayer for Trevor,
our Bishop
God, eternal shepherd,
you tend your Church
in many ways and rule
us with love. You have chosen your
servant, Trevor, to be a shepherd of
your flock in Guernsey. Give him a
spirit of courage and right judgment,
a spirit of knowledge and love. By
governing with fidelity those
entrusted to his care, may he build
your Church as a sign of salvation for
the world. Amen.
Our Parish Prayer
Heavenly Father, pour down your
Spirit upon our church and parish.
Grant us a new vision of your glory,
a new experience of your power, a
new faithfulness to your word, and a
new consecration to your service;
that through our renewed witness,
your holy name may be glorified,
And your Kingdom come. We ask
this through Jesus Christ our Lord
Who lives and reigns with you and
The Holy Spirit, One God,
World without end.
Amen.
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Bible readings for January 2021
3rd January
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:1-12

Epiphany
Psalm 72:10-15
Matthew 2:1-12

10th January
Genesis 1:1-5
Acts 19:17

Baptism of Christ
Psalm 29
Mark 1:4-11

17th January
1 Samuel 3:1-10
Revelation 5:1-10

Second Sunday of Epiphany
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-18
John 1:43-51

24th January
Genesis 14:17-20
Revelation 19:6-10

Third Sunday of Epiphany
Psalm 128
John 2:1-11

31st January
Malachi 3:1-5
Hebrews 2:14-18

Candlemas
Psalm 24:7-10
Luke 2:22-40

From the Registers
RIP

“May they rest in Peace”

21st December Enid Gaudion
Baptisms “We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
20th December Owen Thomas
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More Church Contacts
Vale Church Hall and the Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms
Mr Michael Bubb ..............bookings@valechurch.gg .....................254137
Vale Church Music Group
Mr John Bichard ...............musicgroup@valechurch.gg ................245213
Pendle, La Hougue, Vale, GY3 5JA
Church Flowers, wedding flowers, festival flowers
Mrs Val Kilby ……………....flowers@valechurch.gg ..........................247525
Vale Women’s Social Group
Mrs. Margaret Pettitt ......................................... ..........................247603
Mah Jongg, Bordel Lane, Vale GY3 5DB
Val Kilby ............................................................ ..........................247525
Pauline Bichard .................................................. ..........................245213
Captain of the Bell Tower
Mr Michael Bubb ..............towercaptain@valechurch.gg ..............254137
Secretary of the Bell Tower
Mrs Nicky David................bellringers@valechurch.gg ..................245365
Sandy Hook, St Sampson GY2 4EJ
Vale Church Magazine Distribution and Pewsheet Compiler
Mr John David ..................newsletter@valechurch.gg ..................245365
Sandy Hook, St Sampson GY2 4EJ
The Childrens’ Society
Mr Colin Sarchet ...............cs@valechurch.gg. .... ………………………..246191
Fairways, Bunker Hill, Vale GY3 5JT
Bible Society
C/O the Churchwardens
Vale Church Magazine Editor
Mr Barrie Linnecor ...........magazine@valechurch.gg ...............................
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SERVICES AT ST MICHEL DU VALLE
Every Sunday
8.00am Said Eucharist
10.15am Treasure Seekers (except Third Sunday)
10.30am Parish Eucharist
Third Sunday of the month Family Eucharist

Every Wednesday
9.30am Said Eucharist

Every Thursday
7.30pm Said Eucharist
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