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tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ²ŀǊŘŜƴ 
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aǊǎΦ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ aƛƴǘŀΧΧΦΧΦΦsafeguarding@valechurch.ggΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ247606 
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The Parish Church of  St. MICHEL DU VALLE Guernsey  

Sunday services  
× 8.00am Said Eucharist 

× 10.30am Third Sunday of the month ς Family Eucharist 

× 10.30am Other Sundays ς Parish Eucharist  

Weekday services  
× 9.30am Wednesday - Said Eucharist in church 

× 7.30pm Thursday ς Said Eucharist in church 

The church is normally open for private prayer every day from around 

9.00am. Please see the church notice board or pew sheet for information 

about any changes or other services and events. 

Treasure Seekers (Sunday School)  
Treasure Seekers for young members of the Church meets at the Billie and 

Leslie Norman Rooms at 10.15am on Sunday unless there is a Family Eucharist. 

Contact Jane Goddard for more information on 253869 or email 

treasureseekers@valechurch.gg 

Sickness and Ho me Communions  
If you are sick and would like a visit from a church member, or would like to 

receive Communion at home, please contact the Pastoral Visiting Coordinators, 

Colin and Helen Sarchet on 246191 or pastoral@valechurch.gg 

Baptisms and weddings  
If you are interested in getting married at Vale Church, or would like to get your 

child baptised, please contact the Rector, Fr Stuart, on 244088 or email 

rector@valechurch.gg 

 

 

mailto:rector@valechurch.gg
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THE VALE PARISH MAGAZINE 
 
Produced by the Parish Church of St Michel du Valle, The Vale Parish Magazine 
is issued monthly, so there are twelve issues per year, each one at the price of 
£1.00.  
 
The next issue of The Vale Parish Magazine covers March 2021. Material 
should be with the editor by Wednesday 17th February 2021 please. 
Editor: Barrie Linnecor. Email ς magazine@valechurch.gg 
 
As always, articles of general or local interest are most welcome. If you have 
anything you would like to contribute please contact the editor at the e-mail 
address noted above. These should be e-mailed in Word format, with 
illustrations as jpegs or pngs. The editor may amend or shorten material 
submitted.  
 

  
Advertising Rates for 2021 
Promote your business around the 

Parish and support the Church 

For B&W display advertisements: 

Full page for 12 months         £210.00 

Half page for 12 months           £125.00 

Quarter page for 12 months     £ 85.00 

For classified advertisements please 

contact the Editor. 

For colour display advertisements: 

Full page for 12 months         £420.00 

Half page for 12 months         £250.00 

Quarter page for 12 months   £170.00 

 

Back page ς 50% Premium 

 

20% discount on these rates to new 

clients or those upgrading to colour 

 

THE VALE CHURCH HALL          

La Croix du Bas 

BILLIE & LESLIE NORMAN 

ROOMS                              

[Ω!ōōŀȅŜ 

 

Both venues offer facilities for meetings, 

social events and other activities.          

Parking available. 

     For further information and booking 

enquiries please contact: 

Michael Bubb 

254137 

bookings@valechurch.gg 

  

mailto:magazine@valechurch.
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From the Rector , Fr Stuart 
Dear friends,  

What a difference a day makes! As I write this on the evening 

of Saturday 23rd January the shock of going back into 

Lockdown is still quite raw. Sadly it has been necessary to 

suspend public worship, so the Parish Mass will be streamed 

on Sundays at 10.00am, likewise the Wednesday 9.30am 

Mass and Thursday 7.30pm Mass, until such a time as we are able to gather to 

worship in person again.  

Last Sunday we started considering what potential there might be for 

developing the use of the church building. Below is my sermon for reference 

and reflection as we start to imagine and dream how God might be calling us to 

use that which has been entrusted to us in the coming weeks, months, and 

years. But, first, let us stay together as a community throughout this Lockdown, 

confident that God is always with us. 

 

Sermon for the Second Sunday of Epiphany 2021 

Sunday 17th January 2021 

The Parish of the Vale 

Bible readings: 1 Samuel 3:3-10,19 and John 1:43-51 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƎƻŜǎΣ ά²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ōŜŀǊ ƘǳƴǘΦέ  

²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ. So it is a journey with somewhere you begin, and somewhere you 

end up. In between is the journey itself. 

Both the Old Testament reading about Eli and Samuel, and the Gospel reading 

about Nathanael meeting Jesus ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

physically go anywhere. 

In the first reading, Eli realises that God is speaking to Samuel, Samuel is called 

ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ !ƴŘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ 

reading, Jesus calls Nathanael to follow him. 

Following. Moving. Going somewhere you might not have gone. In both cases, 

following where God wants you to go. 
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Sometimes we use the word disciple, or discipleship, in church to speak about 

us here and now. It is a word which calls us to follow Jesus. And, if we are 

following Him, it means moving. Moving from where we are now, moving from 

what we think now, moving from how we act now, as we come to know Jesus 

more. 

Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ς because movement is 

involved. 

This is something which affects us individually ς for example someone being 

called to ordained ministry and so going off to train before sensing that God is 

calling them to serve in different parishes. But it is also something which affects 

us as a congregation, something which affects us as a church ς as the people of 

God in this place here and now. 

This movement impacts how we engage with the scriptures, it impacts our 

prayer life, it impacts how we use our money and resources, it impacts how we 

worship God. 

How are we called to be Church here in the Vale in 2021? How are we called to 

use the resources we have been blessed with, including this beautiful church 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΚ 

Ever since this building was built, those same questions have been asked. It has 

resulted in the first version of it being built, it has resulted in extensions, in 

pews being installed, in pews being taken out and replaced, an organ being 

ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΧ ¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ 

been static while followers of Jesus have discerned how this building should be 

used throughout the years. The building has been on a journey. 

So, we get to this day. We have a beautiful building, well maintained, but used 

regularly only on a Sunday morning, two weekday Masses, bell ringing practice, 

and choir & music group rehearsals. On top of that it is used for occasional 

funerals, weddings, and baptisms. 

But it is a beautiful building, with good acoustics, and it is here for the whole 

community. 

In recent months there have been discussions going on about additional ways in 

which this beautiful church building could be used, and the idea of concerts has 
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come up frequently. In fact, Fran Le Tissier has organised an open day for 

groups to experience the church on Saturday 30th January. And it is fair to say 

Fran has had some exciting conversations with people involved in music and 

theatre about the potential for Vale Church to develop as a venue. And, if 

people come into the church building, who knows where that might lead. But 

there are some difficulties ς the main ones being, in no particular order, toilets 

and space.  

¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜƭΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƭŜȄƛōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ 

between pews and chancel is fairly small. In fact, at funerals the space can be a 

little tight if there is a particularly large coffin. Also, the nearest public toilets are 

at the bottom of the hill by the lych gate. A long walk, and not particularly 

pleasant environment. 

What could we do about these things to make the building more flexible and 

welcoming? 

The following are just ideas, as we try to explore how best to use this wonderful 

resource, this beautiful building, we have been blessed with. 

¶ The choir stalls could be removed, maybe relocated to replace the 
pews in the North Aisle (in front of the refreshments area). There 
would be the potential for the choir singing in our midst, with an 
altar pulled further forwards if we desired a more flexible worship 
space. Or the choir could sit in chairs in the chancel. 

¶ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƳŀƴƻŜǳǾǊƛƴƎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎƻŦŦƛƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ 
restricted space, either, which is unpleasant for the family to 
experience. 

¶ Additionally, we could explore how it might be possible to have 
toilets closer to the church. Maybe this might be something simple 
like a portaloo near the church door when there are events in church 
ς maybe even all the time. 

¶ Or maybe the drainage problems might be resolved so that a toilet 
could be installed in church. Initial conversations with those who 
understand more than me about historic buildings have been 
positive. 

Any thoughts of change in church are unsettling, since we like to have stability 

and feel that some things never need to change. But this church building, 

entrusted to us, has changed, evolved, ever since it was initially planned. Some 
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of its previous features ς like scaling the outside of the tower to ring bells ς we 

ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƴƻǿΦ [ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ŜƴǾƛǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

without electric lights, or without heating? They are relatively new innovations. 

The building has changed, and it continues to change. 

In both the Old Testament and Gospel readings we see the call to listen to God, 

to follow God, to move in journeys of discipleship. 

We are not furiously guarding a museum which cannot alter, a monument to a 

faith which existed in the past but is now dead. We are stewards of a living 

church building, entrusted to us in order to make Jesus known in this and future 

generations. A living church, a living faith. 

How can we move as a church into the future? 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ǎǘǳŎƪ ƛƴ ŀ Ǌǳǘ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ anything, but let us be 

open to how God is calling us to be the people of God, and how we should use 

that which we have been entrusted with. 

Wishing you every blessing, 

 Fr Stuart 

 

Stay in Touch  
Fr Stuart is sending regular e-mails to people whose e-mail addresses he knows. 
If you are not receiving this e-mail and would like to, please send your e-mail 
details to Fr Stuart at rector@valechurch.gg. This e-mail includes links to the 
weekly pew sheet and, where appropriate, the order of service for the Sunday 
Eucharist streamed at 10.30am. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our 

protection against the malice and snares of the devil. May God 

rebuke him, I humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 

host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all evil spirits 

who wander through the world for the ruin of souls.  

Amen 

mailto:rector@valechurch.gg
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Charity Support January - June  2021 

 

 

Your donation will help Tariro make such a difference to the lives of these children. 

Download a standing order form at https://tarirouk.com/donate/ or you can donate 

directly to Tariro at HSBC Bank PLC, Dewsbury, (Sort Code 40-19-17) for the credit of Tariro 
ς Hope for Youth in Zimbabwe (Acct No 11775170).  
 
 

 

The Guernsey Bereavement Service provides support to those within the Bailiwick who 
have suffered a significant loss, irrespective of race, religion, ethnicity, cause of death and 
financial standing. They have trained volunteers from a range of backgrounds, with a deal 
of experience.  
They can offer help and emotional support to those who have a lost family or friend; enable 
them to face their feelings and work through their grief; promote increased awareness of 
the needs of the bereaved and the nature of the grieving process within the community at 
large.  
 
Please get in touch, if you or someone you know, need support following bereavement. 
Tel: 257778       Email: manager@gbs.org.gg 
 
Collection boxes for both of the above charities are on the table on the left as you leave  
Church. 
 

 
Food can be left in the box at the back of church for Guernsey Welfare Food Bank. 

Monetary donations may be sent to  Guernsey Welfare Service, Holy Trinity Church Centre, 

Trinity Square, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 1LP, or online at www.guernseywelfare.com  

https://tarirouk.com/donate/
http://www.guernseywelfare.com/
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LENT LUNCHES 

 

 

hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ά[Ŝƴǘ [ǳƴŎƘŜǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻŦƛǘǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢!wLwhΦ  

The lunches will be held on each FRIDAY in Lent starting 19th February and 

ending on 26th March, in the Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms at 12.30pm. 

The lunches will consist of a choice of 2 soups (second helpings allowed!), 

bread, fruit and tea or coffee. Suggested donation is £5 per head. 

There will also be a weekly raffle for which prizes will be gratefully received. 

This is an important fundraiser for Tariro and we would love to see as many of 

you as possible.  

As you will remember, we were only able to hold 3 lunches last year before 

Covid restrictions were imposed and the remaining 3 had to be cancelled. We 

were also unable to welcome Fr Stebbing as his trip was also cancelled. This 

meant that a smaller amount of money was able to be sent to Tariro, yet the 

ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ Please do make an extra effort to support the 

lunches this year - there is no need to book ς just turn up! We are so fortunate 

in Guernsey to be able to hold such an event. 

If you are unable to attend, perhaps you might be willing to give a donation 

towards the bread, fruit, milk etc. or a small prize for the raffle. 

As in previous years, we will be approaching some local caterers and hotels for 

donations of soup, but we will also be looking for offers of homemade soup 

from members of the congregation. 

 

For further details please contact Nicky David   -   Tel. 245365  

nicky.david@googlemail.com 

 

mailto:nicky.david@googlemail.com
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Astronomy Moments 164 

On a clear night when we look at all those stars, we tend to think they have 

always been there and always will be, but this is not really the case. All stars 

have a limited life span, but whereas our own lifespan can be a little beyond a 

ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀ ǎǘŀǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜǎǇŀƴ ƛǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƴƛƴŜ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ, 

so it is understandable for us to think each star is a permanent feature. 

Try to ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΦ LŦ ƛǘ came into existence nine 

thousand million years ago, well before our sun existed, it is heading for the end 

of its life and it knows that we will see that happen; so let us look at different 

ways a star may end its life. 

It all depends on its size. In every star there is an intense heat at the centre 

caused by the sheer size and pressure continually bearing down on the core. 

Our own sun is actually an average star. It looks big and brighter than the rest 

but only because it is closer to us. 

Our sun is 15 million degrees Celsius at its centre, that is why the surface is so 

bright and gives us the light and warmth, but it is an average size star, halfway 

through its life and in four and a half thousand million years it too will die. Our 

ǎǳƴΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǊŜŘ ǎǘŀǊ 

before collapsing to a dark body and in effect go out. This is what happens to an 

average size star, but a really big massive star will explode into what is called a 

Super Nova.  

Whereas our sun is 15 million degrees at its centre, a huge star can be a 100 

million degrees Celsius and it is this enormous heat and pressure that produces 

the different elements within such a massive star. The elements we take for 

granted like carbon, nitrogen, silicon, iron, silver, gold and many others. These 

huge stars produce everything that we see around us, all the elements that 

make up the rocks on the sea shore and even the hydrogen and oxygen that 

make up the water. These huge massive stars eventually become unstable and 

explode, throwing everything they have made into a huge cloud. That is why we 

know that our sun, earth and all the other planets must have been formed 

inside such a cloud. 

An explosion like this can be seen from a long way away and many have been 

seen. Incidentally there are no very big stars near us, which is just as well. It 
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looks like a distant star becoming very bright for a short time, when one is seen 

the opportunity exists to study it as it does not happen that often. The results of 

ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊ ƴƻǾŀ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ǊŀōΩ ŀƴŘ ΨIŜƭƛȄΩ Ŏŀƴ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ 

telescope. 

                                      

Next Month ς The Moon Titan  

Frank Dowding BSc. 

 

Pastoral Care Group  

If you are feeling lonely, anxious or in need of comfort, and would like to make 
contact with someone then please get in touch with any of the Pastoral Care 
Group. Fr Stuart can be contacted if you need further spiritual support. If the 
thought of walking from the main car park, up the path to the church in winter is 
troubling you then do please speak to one of the Pastoral Care Group and we 
will do our best to transport you, in order that you can attend for worship. 

 

Be at peace; God is in Charge. 

 

Colin & Helen Sarchet 246191       Barbara Minta 247606       Beverley Linnecor 242192 

 

Crab Super 

Nova 

 

 

    Helix Super     

Nova 
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A Prayer for Light  

Fountain of light, source of light, 
Hear our prayer. 
Drive away from us the shadow of sin. 
Seek us, kindly light.                                                                                                       

You, who created us in holiness, 
Who condemned our sin, 
Who redeemed us from our sin, 
Sustain us by your power. 

Pour your gentle light into our dull minds, 
Filling our heads with holy thoughts. 
Pour your glorious light into our cold breasts, 
Kindling holy love within our hearts. 

From horror, lust and fear, 
Guard us while we sleep. 
And if we cannot sleep, 
Let our eyes behold your heavenly host. 

By Alcuin of York, c. 735 ς 804, was later Abbot of Tours. 

Tariro  
Very many thanks to all of you who supported the fund raising for Tariro last 
year. In spite of the restrictions, we were able to send £102.80 to our Zimbabwe 
Children's Orphanage. As Lent approaches again there will be a selection of 
marmalades, chutneys and seasonal knitted novelties for sale, especially at the 
Lent lunches. Tubes4Tariro will also be available for Lent giving. This does not 
include last year's total for the tubes which was rather disrupted due to the shut 
down of the Church. Steve will publish this total separately. 
Thank you in advance for your continuing support which helps to make such a 
big difference to the Tariro children in a very troubled country in this very 
troubled time. 

Rosemary Murphy 
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February 2021  Rotas 
 Sidespeople Server Assistant 

Servers 
Reader Intercessor 

Sunday 7th February Second Sunday before Lent 
8.00am C Smith R Leale  R Leale  
10.30am K Le Cras 

V Kilby 
H Rolf 
 

 J David N David 
 

 
Sunday 14th February Sunday next before Lent 
8.00am C Smith R Leale  R Leale  
10.30am B Minta 

S Robins  
H Rolf  N David  B Linnecor 

 
Wednesday 17th February Ash Wednesday 
9.30am  As required  As required  
7.30pm B Linnecor H Rolf  B Linnecor  
 
Sunday 21st February First Sunday of Lent ς Family Eucharist 
8.00am C Smith R Leale  R Leale  
10.30am Goddard 

Family 
H Rolf  Treasure 

Seekers 
Treasure 
Seekers  

 
Sunday 28th February Second Sunday of Lent 
8.00am C Smith R Leale  R Leale  
10.30am B Linnecor 

B Linnecor 
H Rolf  B Minta B Linnecor 

 
MARCH 
Sunday 7th March Third Sunday of Lent 
8.00am C Smith R Leale  R Leale  
10.30am V Mollet 

B Martin 
H Rolf  M Bubb A Warren 

 

Refreshments  
The refreshments rota for February is below. 

February 7th Barbara Martin & Shirley  February 14th      Hilda & Kim  
February 21st Nicky & John    February 28th      Sandy & Pam 
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Whatõs On Diary for February  2021  

Sunday 7th February                                  
Second Sunday before Lent                                       

8.00am Said Eucharist  
10.30am Parish Eucharist            

Tuesday 9th February                              
±ŀƭŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ƻŎƛal Group 

7.30pm Movie Night                         
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms          

Wednesday 10th February                            
9.30am Said Eucharist              

10.15am Refreshments & Bible Study 
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms                  

Thursday 11th February                       
7.30pm Said Eucharist                 

Sunday 14th February                               
Sunday next before Lent                                    

8.00am Said Eucharist  
10.30am Parish Eucharist            

Wednesday 17th February                            
Ash Wednesday  

9.30am Said Eucharist with the 
Imposition of Ashes in the  
Chapel of the Archangels   
10.15am Refreshments                                               

Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms    
7.30pm Sung Eucharist with the 

Imposition of Ashes   

Thursday 18th February                       
7.30pm Said Eucharist   

                                                                                

Friday 19th February                        
12.30pm Lent Lunch                           

Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms 

Saturday 20th February                                                        
2.00pm Mass for Our Lady of 

Walsingham ς St Michel du Valle                                    

Sunday 21st February                                
The First Sunday of Lent                                            
8.00am Said Eucharist  

10.30am Family Eucharist          

 Tuesday 23rd February                              
±ŀƭŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ƻŎƛal Group 

To be confirmed ς see weekly news 
sheet 

Wednesday 24th February                            
9.30am Said Eucharist               

10.15am Refreshments & Bible Study 
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms  

Thursday 25th February                       
7.30pm Said Eucharist  

Friday 26th February                       
10.00am Bereavement Support        
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms  

12.30pm Lent Lunch                           
Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms                                                                                         

Sunday 28th February 
The Second Sunday of Lent                      

8.00am Said Eucharist                             
10.30am Parish Eucharist            
6.00pm Joint Lent Service                    

St Michel du Valle            
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 Rotas 

Would all those on any rota for church duties PLEASE let Barbara Piprell 
(Sidespeople, Server, Chalice) or Barrie Linnecor (Reader, Intercessor and 
Refreshments) have any dates that you are unavailable. If you would like to join 
any of the rotas then please see either of us. 

 

Church Flower Arranging  
We would be delighted to have more people to arrange the flowers in church. 

Although we are shortly entering the season of Lent when there are no flowers 

in church, we then celebrate Easter when we like to adorn the church with 

many spring flowers and arrangements. We would welcome any donations of 

money or flowers to enable this to be achieved.                                                                

Please contact Val Kilby on 247525   

 

 

To our Friends in the Parish of Choppington  

It is with sadness that we write to tell you that this will be our last letter. We 

shall soon, as a Church, be part of the Diocese of Salisbury and not the 

Winchester Diocese which set up the linking of our parishes. 

We pray that the hopes and dreams you had for Choppington at the start of our 

association will be realised in the not-too-distant future.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with you all, now and in times to come. 

Stay safe, God bless, 

              Best wishes from John and Pauline Bichard 
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Ash Wednesday  - a good time to admit you are sorry  

Have you done something which haunts you?  Which makes you feel restless 

and defensive, every time you think of it? Why not deal with it this month, and 

put it behind you? Whatever your mistake has been, consider what the Bible 

has to say to you: 

ΨL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊǘǳƻǳǎ ōǳǘ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜΩ (said 

Jesus). (Luke 5:32) 

Ψ[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ Ƴŀƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΥ 

and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to 

our God, for He will abundantly pardon.  (Isaiah 55:7) 

Ψ¸Ŝǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƴƻǿΣ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀǎǘƛƴƎΣ 

with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to 

ŀƴƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƛƴƎΦΩ  όWƻŜƭ 

2:12-13) 

God is inviting you to come to Him this Ash Wednesday. What a wonderful 

offer! Make the most of it and remember how the prodigal son was welcomed 

back by his compassionate father. 

REMINDER 

 

 

Whilst we were unable to celebrate Palm Sunday in the traditional way last year 

because of lockdown, could anyone who has a Palm Cross (perhaps you made 

your own or have some from prior years) please bring them to church so they 

can be burned to provide the ash for the Imposition of Ash in the Ash 

Wednesday services. 
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Bereavement Support Open Sessions  

These are friendly open drop in sessions where you can have a cuppa, chat with 

others who have experienced a loss and perhaps learn a little more about the 

grieving process and the physical and emotional changes we may go through. 

They are facilitated by Beverley Linnecor who has many years of counselling 

experience, however, professional counselling is not offered here.  

 
 

BEREAVEMENT 
SUPPORT

Fridays: 10 - 11a.m                 

26th February

26th March

30th April

29th May

25th June                                                                      

Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms, 

LõAbbaye

Vale 

Are you, or someone you know, 
experiencing grief after 
bereavement. 

Do you want to learn more 
about how to cope with this? 

Do you simply want to talk it 
through with someone?

Open to all, drop in sessions, 
have a cuppa and a chat.

Tel. Beverley on 242192 for more information 

 



21 

Belfry Notes  
 
We have been fairly busy over the Advent and Christmas Season, notable 
ringing included our usual quarter-peal before the Service of Lessons and Carols, 
Plain Bob Minor this year, and another, in three methods, before the Christingle 
Service on Christmas Eve. 
We were pleased once again to be joined by our old ringing friend David Ely 
from London to ring with us in this quarter-peal, and again before the 10am 
Eucharist on Christmas Morning. He first rang at the Vale in 1983 and has rung 
here almost every year since then ς this year saw great devotion to his love of 
the Island as he had to spend two weeks self-isolating in his room at aƻƻǊŜΩǎ 
Hotel before he could spend two weeks enjoying his holiday. He rang four 
quarter-peals while in the Island, three at the Vale and one at the Town Church. 
His final quarter peal was of Plain Bob Minor again, on December 27th.   
Since then we have rung a further quarter-peal of Plain Bob Minor, in 
celebration of the life of Brenda Gaudion, a stalwart member of this Church, 
rung on the eve of her funeral.  
 

 
 
                                                                     John David 

 

Vale Womenõs Social Group 
There are 2 meetings this month as follows: 

February 9 ς Movie night at 7.30pm in the Billie and Leslie Norman Room. 

February 23 ς to be confirmed. Watch the weekly News-sheet.  

Pauline Bichard 

 
The band who rang for 
the Christingle Service on 
Christmas Eve  
l-r Pauline, Nicky, Joe, 
David, Mike, John  
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February 2nd  

Candlemas, The Presentation of Christ in the Temp le 

In bygone centuries, Christians said their last farewells to the Christmas season 

on Candlemas, 2nd February. This is exactly 40 days after Christmas Day itself.     

In New Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: it was 

when theȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΩΦ aŀǊȅΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƭƭ ƎƻƻŘ WŜǿƛǎƘ 

mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child - ǘƻ ΨǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ IƛƳ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǎƘŜΣ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ ΨǇǳǊƛŦƛŜŘΩΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 

the Festival of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple. 

So, where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is described in the New 

Testament as the Light of the World, and early Christians developed the 

tradition of lighting many candles in celebration of this day. The Church also fell 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ƻŦ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

day - hence the name, Candlemas. 

The story of how Candlemas began can be found in Luke 2:22-плΦ {ƛƳŜƻƴΩǎ 

great declaration of faith and recognition of who Jesus was is of course found in 

the Nunc Dimittis, which is embedded in the Office of Evening Prayer in the 

West. But in medieval times, the Nunc Dimittis was mostly used just on this day, 

during the distribution of candles before the Eucharist. Only gradually did it win 

a place in the daily prayer life of the Church. 

Parish Pump 
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Points from the minutes of the CAC meeting held              

13th January 2021  

¶ Car Park - An application had been made to alter some of the times on the 
disc park to hopefully free up some spaces. For clarification the car park is NOT 
under the control of the Church. 

¶ Defibrillator ς This is paid for and in the Island ς we are waiting for the 
necessary set-up and training to be arranged.  

¶ Stained Glass Window ς Ecclesiastical approvals have been received and 
the faculty citation was due to be issued on 15th January.  

¶ Data Protection - The Church has been registered with the Guernsey 
άhŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 5ŀǘŀ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅέ όh5t!ύ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 
requirements. 

¶ Parish Christmas cards ς It is getting harder each year to find enough 
distributers; a decision to be made later in the year as to whether these will be 
continued. 

¶ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ. ς The Treasurer was pleased to report a large 
reduction of deficit on ordinary income from the previous year although we had 
still been unable to pay the full Parish Share by £17,467. 
It had been an abnormal year with the church being closed some of the time 
with Covid restrictions, cancellation of weddings and other events, fewer 
offertories, collections etc, but the congregation had responded generously to 
an appeal for funds during that time and on Gift Day. Although still in deficit, we 
were in a better position than last year. 

¶ Use of the Church for events - It was agreed that an Open Day would be 
held in Church on Saturday 30th January 10am ς 4pm to showcase the space to 
prospective users. Refreshments would be served. A letter would be sent to 
local choirs and other performing groups inviting them to come. Ideas for toilet 
facilities and possible moving of Church furniture such as the choirstalls were 
discussed. 

¶ Fundraising Ideas ς  
a) [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜŘ ά{Ŝŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
Summer 
b) Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ άŘǊƻǇ ƛƴ ά ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ 
the location of the ChǳǊŎƘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƭŜƴŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ άǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŦƻƻǘŦŀƭƭέΦ 
c) Another music or general quiz 
d) Hopefully performance bookings generated by interest following the 
άhǇŜƴ 5ŀȅέΦ 
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¶ wŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ς Fr Stuart shared attendance figures over the Christmas 
period over the past few years. 2020 was up on 2019 especially the Christingle 
service which was up by over 100. It had been good to have members of St 
{ŀƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǿƛth us at the Carol Service. 
Fr Stuart, Mike and Steve had met together to fill in the requested 
questionnaire as part of a Deanery review. 
Lent and Easter services were discussed.  Ash Wednesday is on 17th March. 

¶ wŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ²ŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ς The Church cleaners would be contacted 
about numerous high cobwebs. 
¢ƘŜ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ άōǊƻƪŜƴ Řƻǿƴέ ƻǊƎŀƴ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
hopefully be repaired locally over the next few weeks. 

¶ Any Other Business  - 
a) Date of Annual Parish meeting ς Low Sunday, Sunday 11th April during the 
10.30am Eucharist. 
b) The formal link with Choppington will cease although anyone wishing to 
maintain links on a personal basis would be free to do so. 
c) New Bereavement Support sessions are being set up. They are going to be 
held in the B&LNR on the last Friday of the month and would be open to 
everyone. 
d) Lent Lunches in aid of Tariro would take place again this year starting on 
Friday 19th February. 

¶ Date of next meeting - Wednesday 24th March 2021 at 7.30pm 
 

 

Previous events ð Thank You  

Christmas Quiz   
 
Many thanks to Pat Duncan for organising the Christmas Quiz which kept many 
of us entertained over the Christmas Pudding and Egg Nog. Thanks also to 
everyone who bought a question sheet which raised £ 110 for church funds.  
The winners were the Pendle Brainiacs of John and Pauline Bichard who won 
the M&S voucher. 
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Red Velvet Cookies        

Ingredients (makes 16-18)        

¶ 175g soft salted butter 
¶ 200g light brown soft sugar 
¶ 100g caster sugar 
¶ 1 large egg 
¶ 2 tsp vanilla extract 
¶ ½-1 tbsp red food colouring gel, depending on strength 
¶ 225g plain flour 
¶ 25g cocoa powder 
¶ ½ tsp bicarbonate of soda 
¶ 150g white chocolate chips or chunks 

For the drizzle 

¶ 2 tbsp soft cheese 
¶ 6 tbsp icing sugar 

Method 

Beat the butter and sugars together until pale and fluffy. Beat in the egg, vanilla 
and food colouring until you have a bright red mixture. Sieve over the flour, 
cocoa and bicarbonate of soda. Fold everything together to make stiff evenly-
coloured dough and then fold in the chocolate chips. 
 
Put the dough on a sheet of baking parchment, fold the parchment over the 
dough and mould into a sausage shape about 6cm wide. Chill until ready to 
bake. Will keep for a week in the fridge or one month in the freezer. Heat the 
oven to 190C/170C fan/gas 5. Cut the cookie dough into 1cm thick slices and 
place, on two large baking sheets lined with baking parchment, spaced apart to 
allow for spread when cooking.  
 
Bake in the middle of the oven for 13-15 mins until the cookies are crisp at the 
edges, but still soft in the centre. Leave to cool on the baking sheet for a few 
minutes, then transfer to a wire rack to cool completely. Beat the soft cheese in 
a small bowl to a loose consistency, then stir in the icing sugar. Use a piping bag 
or spoon to drizzle the icing over the cookies.   

www.bbcgoodfood.com 

 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/butter-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/sugar-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/sugar-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/egg-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/vanilla-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/flour-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/bicarbonate-of-soda-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/chocolate-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/sugar-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/kimberley-wilsons-top-5-baking-trays
http://www.bbcgoodfood.com/
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Please  Support  The  Vale  Church  

LENT LUNCHES 

When?      Fridays in Lent beginning  

February 19th 12.30pm 

Where? In the Billie & Leslie Norman Rooms 

 

Soup, bread, fruit, plus tea or coffee for a suggested donation of £5 

Raffle 

All proceeds to the TARIRO charity 

ALL WELCOME 
 

February 14  - The very first Valentine card, a legend  

The Roman Emperor Claudius II needed soldiers. He suspected that marriage 

made men want to stay at home with their wives, instead of fighting wars, so he 

outlawed marriage. 

A kind-hearted young priest named Valentine felt sorry for all the couples who 

ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘΦ {ƻ ǎŜŎǊŜǘƭȅ ƘŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ ŀǎ 

he could - until the Emperor found out and condemned him to death. While he 

was in prison awaiting execution, Valentine showed love and compassion to 

everyone around him, including his jailer. The jailer had a young daughter who 

ǿŀǎ ōƭƛƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀƭŜŘΦ Wǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ƙƛǎ 

death in Rome on 14th FebǊǳŀǊȅΣ ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƘŜǊ ŀ ŦŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ΨCǊƻƳ 

ȅƻǳǊ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΦΩ   

So, the very first Valentine card was not between lovers, but between a priest 

about to die, and a little girl, healed through his prayers. 

     Parish Pump 
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How to make a donation / 

contribution to the Church  
 

It is possible to set up a regular 

standing order to the Church's bank 

account for your regular giving. 

Please contact Steve de Carteret 

(Church Treasurer) for a form. 

Our bank details are NatWest 

Guernsey, Sort Code 600920, 

Account Number 67114156.   

Giving by card                         

We have a contactless payment 

machine to allow donations to be 

made by card. This is located by the 

steps as you leave church. It is also 

possible to give by credit or debit 

card by visiting 

https://www.valechurch.gg/donate. 

Steve would be happy to answer 

any questions you may have about 

any methods of giving.  

 

 

A Prayer for  

Nicholas, our Bishop   
God, eternal shepherd,  

 you tend your Church  

in many ways and rule  

us with love. You have chosen your 

servant, Nicholas, to be a shepherd 

of your flock in Guernsey. Give him a 

spirit of courage and right judgment, 

a spirit of knowledge and love. By 

governing with fidelity those 

entrusted to his care, may he build 

your Church as a sign of salvation for 

the world. Amen. 

 

Tax Forms 
Make gifts to the Church worth 25% 

more without it costing you a 

penny! 

A form is available at the back of 

the Church. If you are a Guernsey 

Tax payer do complete the form 

and return it to Steve De Carteret. 

Our Parish Prayer   

Heavenly Father, pour down your 

Spirit upon our church and parish. 

Grant us a new vision of your glory, 

a new experience of your power, a 

new faithfulness to your word, and a 

new consecration to your service; 

that through our renewed witness,  

your holy name may be glorified, 

And your Kingdom come. We ask 

this through Jesus Christ our Lord  

Who lives and reigns with you and  

The Holy Spirit, One God,  

World without end.  

Amen. 
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